The Fourth Onofre D. Corpuz Lecture Series
THE ECONOMIC REINTEGRATION
OF THE OVERSEAS FILIPINO WORKERS

18 July 2003
Leonides Virata Hall, Development Academy of the Philippines
DAP Building, San Miguel Avenue, Ortigas Center, Pasig City

WELCOME REMARKS

Mr. Antonio Kalaw
Senior Vice President
Development Academy of the Philippines

Representing DAP Prasident Dr, Eduardo Gonzales

Ladies and Gentlemen, weolcoma to the Onofre D. Corpus Lecture Series on Public
Sector Management. We have the honor 16 again have as our partners the Alumni
Association of Public Managers, the Commission on Human Rights, the National
Economic Development Agency and the United Nations Development Program.

Tha 1opic chosan for foday is the Economic Reintegration of Overseas Filipino Workers.
Since the 1970s our OFWs have evolved 1o become our country’s “New Herces” who
play an important role in tha global and local economies and will continue to do o in the
futura, :

The 7 million OFWs deployed worldwide is a clear indication that they have become an
economic sector in thedr own right. They were abla to capture a unique market in the
global economy and have become an assol to the Philippines as well as fo the countriss
thay have workad in,

The USS 8 billion in remittances for 2002 from OFWs clearly indicate that their
contnbutions represent a significant part of our gross national product. But s that really
whal they want? |5 it their cholca or is their exadus 10 foreign land dua to the fact that
they have no othar option? Should the country’s development be based on economic
value and remittances or on the overall development of its people? Do we have programs
encouraging them 10 go back, stay on and restart a life 1ogethar with their families?

Part ol government’s responzibility is not just to ensure that the rights of OFWs are
protected averseas but more importantly it is our main task is to give them choices of
either 1o continue their work abread away from their families or 1o work here in the
country and develop our own nation,



We should ba able to formulate appropriale natonal development policies thal aim at
tha constant improvement of the well being of the entire population on the basis of their
active, free and meaningful participation in the development process and in the fair
distibution of the resulting benefits, OFWSs included.

Davelopment is nol aboul economic progress, Development is about people. The
assurance of equality of apportunity for all in their acoass 10 basic resources, aducation,
health servicas, food, housing, employmant and the fair distribution of income . .. that is

development.

Today, we hope to giva light 1o this and other relevant issues and discuss the possibilities

on how our OFWs can reintegrale back into the country’s developmeant process with an
end view of giving OFWs options 1o cheose thelr own path to development.

Thank you vary much and welcome to OD Corpuz Lecture Series.

Ms. Donna Mitzi Lagdameo
Master of Ceremonies

Thank you sir. Today we have tha honor as our guest speaker, the Deputy Administrator
of the Overseas Workers' Waltare Association, Aty Delmer Cruz. He is cutrently an
active practitionar in various related movaments and groups and has been into labor
law practice aver sinca he graduated. He is also in charge of the OWWA Medicare
Program. To reprasent the Secretary of Labor and Employment, Hon. Patricia Sto
Tomas, please welcoma Deputy Administrator Dalmar Cruz.



