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Dr. Abueva is Professor Emeritus of Political Science and Public Administration of 
the University of the Philippines. He served as President of the University in 1987-1993. 
He initiated what became the Center for Leadership, Citizenship and Democracy at the 
U.P. National College of Public Administration and Governance. He also initiated the U.P. 
Public Lectures on the Philippine Presidency and PAMANA: The U.P. Anthology of Filipino 
Socio-Political Thought Since 1872. 
 

He earned his A.B. (Arts-Law, cum laude) at U.P. and his Master of Public 
Administration (MPA) and PhD in Political Science at the University of Michigan. In 1968 
he received the Distinguished Scholar Award of U.P. 
 

He was Visiting Professor of Political Science at the City University of New York 
(1966-67) and Yale University (1969-70). He also worked with the Ford Foundation 
(1973-77), and with the United Nations University in Tokyo and New York (1977-87).  
 

He is author, co-author, or editor of several books published here and abroad, 
including Focus on the Barrio;  Ramon Magsaysay—A Political Biography; The Philippines 
Into the 21st Century; Filipino Nationalism; Leadership and Authority in Asia; Political and 
Administrative Development; Development Administration in Asia; New Challenges for 
Development and Modernization; Filipino Spiritual Culture, Social Transformation, and 
Globalization; and Towards a Federal Republic of the Philippines with a Parliamentary 
Government.  
 

Dr. Abueva also served as Secretary of the 1971 Constitutional Convention and 
as Chairman of the Legislative-Executive Military Bases Council under President Corazon 
C. Aquino. 

 
After retiring from U.P., he founded Kalayaan College at Riverbanks Marikina 

with a group of U.P. colleagues. He currently serves as its President. 
 
As adviser to the Citizens’ Movement for a Federal Philippines, he is actively 

involved in research and advocacy on constitutional reform to establish a Federal-
Parliamentary Democracy in lieu of our unitary-presidential system. He serves on the 
board of Social Weather Stations, Center for Media Freedom and Responsibility, and the 
Philippine Center for Investigative Journalism. 
 


