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WELCOME TO THE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON PUBLIC 
ADMINISTRATION PLUS GOVERNANCE: ASSESSING THE PAST, ADDRESSING 
THE FUTURE. 

 
The International Conference on "Public Administration plus Governance: Assessing 
the Past, Addressing the Future" is the culminating event in the yearlong celebration 
of the 50th founding anniversary of the National College of Public Administration and 
Governance (NCPAG) of the University of the Philippines. 

The transformation of the College to "National College of Public Administration and 
Governance" in 1998 is a recognition of its being a premier institution of higher 
learning in public administration and governance in the country. It has continually 
enriched the public administration discipline in theory, content and methodology 
through periodic review and fine-tuning of its academic offerings, thus, ensuring their 
continuing relevance to the needs of the times. Its substantive concerns have 
encompassed 

 
 the improvement and reform of management in its traditional domain, the 

civil service; 
• the recognition and enhancement of the public role and management of other 

organizations involved in governance; and 

• the creation and strengthening of partnership of the state, market and civil 
society. 

Its teaching-learning techniques cover the whole spectrum, ranging from 

• the development and assessment of participation and community-based 
processes, 

• service learning and voluntarism, 

• the application of high-end technology, and 

• their combinations. 

Its work is animated by striving for 

• excellence in education, 
• commitment to democratic governance in pursuit of national goals for the 

common good, and 
• solidarity with global concerns for sustainable development, environment, human 

survival, and the general welfare. 

It has published since 1957 the Philippine Journal ofPublicAdministration, a quarterly 
publication of international circulation and stature. 



 
The NCPAG's commitment to the improvement of governance for the public interest 
has been evident in its assistance to national government agencies, local government 
units, other academic institutions, nongovernment organizations, and the citizenry at 
large through consultancy, training programs and extension services. It has been 
recognized as a full-pledged center for professional training and education, research 
and information, and consultative services on public administration and governance in 
the country and in Asia. It maintains extensive linkages in the Executive and 
Legislative Branches of government as well as with local government units in different 
parts of the country. In its 50 years, the NCPAG has achieved significant milestones 
in the discipline and practice of public administration education. Specifically, these 
include, among others, the following: 

a) the expansion in the traditional scope of its discipline to include curricular offerings on 
public policy and program administration, public enterprises, voluntary sector 
management, and spatial information management, the latter being the newest 
addition to the fields of specialization offered by the NCPAG; 

b) its pioneering effort to expand the reach of its academic offerings in the region 
through the system of "flying professors" which has resulted over the years in the 
increase of schools offering graduate program in Public Administration, and as a 
consequence, the College now has embarked on reviewing these curricular 
offerings, teaching methods and materials to ensure quality standard in Public 
Administration education; 

c) the broadening of its discipline and operational framework from administration to 
governance as a demonstration of its efforts to be continually relevant to 
developments, events and changes in the national and global environment by serving 
as key actor and catalyst in the processes of social transformation which it performs 
on its own or together with the civil society and the market; 

d) its sustained work and contribution in local governance, from its pioneering project on local 
government research to the creation of the center for local government and its transformation 
into local and regional governance center; it has continually promoted and advocated its 
commitment to local autonomy and fully realized this commitment through its participation in 
the drafting of the 1991 Local Government Code; its has sustained its commitment to build 
capacities of local government officials and enhance their values of development orientation 
through its longest running training on local administration development program and other 
forms of technical assistance; 

e) its pioneering work in offering Voluntary Sector Management as a field of specialization 
as part of the College efforts in the capacity building for civil society - a field that the College 
has developed expertise over the years through its UP Pahinungod, its research on the 
nonprofit sector, and its immersion in civil society organizations; 

f) the conduct of pioneering and continuing research studies in areas such as: 

• negative bureaucratic behavior in the country and in Asia (referred to as graft and 
corruption during the Martial law period), with its research interest in this area being 
sustained by looking at the broader issues of accountability and ethics in public service; 

• administrative policies, processes and reforms to include administrative culture, 
re/organization and management studies, red tape, and decentralization studies; 

• political policies, processes and reforms such as decision making, leadership, 
citizenship, election processes, participation, and re/democratization; 



• economic policies, processes, and reforms such as economic planning, debt 
policy, fiscal policies and administration; 

• regulatory management such as studies on public enterprises, competition policy; 
 

• program/sector studies such as health, population, agriculture, agrarian reform from 
the perspective of a general policy or program implementation or both;and 

 
• over-arching policy issues such as disaster management, poverty alleviation, 

social reform agenda, minimum basic needs, women and children issues. 

g) its pioneering work and sustained publication of major textbooks, casebooks, and 
course readers in public administration which are used extensively not only in the 
College but also by other schools offering Public Administration; 

h) its sustained work in the conduct of training programs and provision of technical 
assistance through its centers in collaboration with national government agencies 
including military organizations, with government-owned and controlled corporations, and 
with nongovernmental organizations; and 

i) its pioneering work in offering distance education in public administration with 
Master of Public Management at the graduate level, through the U.P. Open University. 

With aforesaid milestones and more, the College celebrates its golden anniversary 
with this international conference. The International Conference aims to assess 
how far the discipline of public administration has evolved and responded to the 
different challenges of public administration plus governance. Hence, the 
conference discussion will revolve around the sub-themes of a) developments in 
the discipline of public administration education and research; b) development 
financing; c) public sector reforms in the areas of public enterprises, graft and 
corruption, poverty alleviation, civil service, decentralization; and in government-civil 
society relations. 

 

It will bring together experts in the discipline in the country and abroad to share 
their ideas, knowledge, and experiences on cultures, civilizations and economies 
which can serve to incite meaningful exchanges on new and/or relevant meanings, 
theories, and perspectives to the study and practice of public administration. 

 

The International Conference is indeed a fitting occasion to review the contribution of the 
NCPAG as an premier institution of public administration education in the 
country and in Asia to the discipline and practice of public administration and 
governance and impact to society, to affirm its responsibility to raise the standard of 
public administration education, and to renew its commitment to improve 
governance. 

  



 

The U.P. NCPAG is grateful for the support extended by our foreign partner-institutions led by the 
United Nations Development Programme, the Ford Foundation, the Philippine-Australia 
Governance Facility-Australian Aid, and the British Council. We likewise acknowledge the 
assistance given to the conference by the Office of the President, the Department of Budget 
and Management, the Government Service Insurance System, the local government of 
Quezon City, and the Tan Yan Kee Foundation. 

PROF. LEONOR MAGTOLIS BRIONES MA. CONCEPCION  P. ALFILER 
Professor, NCPAG, U.P., Dean 

and Secretary-General National College of Public Administration 
NCPAG International Conference and Goverance, University of the Philippines 



NCPAG Guiding Philosophy 

A Tradition cf Excellence 
The National College of Public Administration and 
Governance (I\ICPAG) has been the pioneering leader of the 
discipline in the Philippines and in Asia since its establishment 
as the Institute of Public Administration in 1951. 

 
In performing its three-fold function of instruction, research, and 
extension service, it has expanded its scope from 
governmental management to the broader concerns of 
governance, including the role of other state institutions and 
civil society. 

Vision 
The NCPAG envisions a public service founded on 
competence and compassion, integrity and leadership, and on 
values of public interest and high ethical standards. It 
commits itself to serve the nation by initiating and promoting 
the requisite reforms in governance. To these ends, it seeks 
to build and maintain a highly qualified faculty and staff and a 
well-equipped, pro-active organization. 

Mission 
As the premier school of Public Administration in the 
Philippines, the NCPAG, 

 
• strives to promote excellence and relevance in the 

study and practice of public administration, executive 
leadership, and policy and administrative research; 

 
• serves as a social critic as well as a purveyor of policy 

advice and technical assistance in government and 
nongovernmental agencies; 

 
• seeks to build and nurture ties with international as 

well as local bodies engaged in the improvement of 
governance; and 

 
• continuously and critically strives to meet the 

challenges and problems of governance. 
 

In pursuing all these ends, it upholds the primacy of public 
interest and high ethical standards. 



















 
 


