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Aide Memoire on the  
16th DILIMAN GOVERNANCE FORUM on  

 
“The Challenges and Prospects of Sustainable  

      Mining in the Philippines” 
 

11 October 2006, Wednesday, 1:00 pm- 5:00 pm 
Assembly Hall, National College of Public Administration 

University of the Philippines, Diliman, Quezon City 
 
 

A. Introduction 
 

Much has been said about sustainability in mining. Mining companies in their 
statements say that they are engaged in sustainable and environment friendly 
practices. On the other side of the spectrum, there are the disgruntled 
communities who in some way or another are affected— negatively, by the mining 
industry. 
 
 Furthermore, mining is said to increase the country’s income through mineral 
exports. Mining is also said to create new jobs. As the government would say, “for 
each mining job, four to ten allied jobs are created”. The people in the country was 
said to be the major beneficiaries of the Philippine mining industry.  
 
 There, however are costs. These may be in terms of environmental 
degradation, displacement of communities, pollution, and destruction of lives and 
livelihoods. 
 
 These are very difficult matters to balance. Which outweighs what? Are the 
benefits worth the costs? Are the costs minuscule compared to the benefits—
potential or material? 
 
 
B. Objectives 
 

To shed light to these relevant policy questions, the UP National College of 
Public Administration and Governance organized this forum. Generally, the forum 
aims to provide a venue for a continuing discourse, dialogue, dissemination of 
ideas, interactions and consultations with relevant publics on policy issues, reform 
initiatives, and recommendations of the Fostering Democratic Governance (FDG) 
programme. Specifically, it seeks to: 

 
• Provide understanding of the concepts and complications of sustainable 
mining 
• Analyze which factors, actors or conditions may facilitate or hinder 
sustainable mining 
• Recommend what can be done to address the challenges of sustainable 
mining, and 
• To make the mining industry really sustainable in the Philippines 
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C. Intended Outputs 
 

At the end of the day, the forum on Sustainable Mining hopes to have helped 
raise the level of understanding of the relevant publics on the issues, lessons 
and complications of sustainable mining. The lessons that will be learned from 
this forum may be used to further enhance interactions between the concerned 
actors— the government, the people and the mining industry. 

 
D. Programme 

 
The programme of activities was as follows: 

 
TIME 

 
ACTIVITIES 

1:00 – 1:30 pm 
 

Registration 

1:30 – 2:00 pm 
 

Film Showing 

2:00 – 2: 30 pm Opening Ceremonies 
 
Invocation 
National Anthem 
 
Opening Remarks 
Dr. Alex B. Brillantes Jr. 
Dean, UP NCPAG 
 
 
Overview of the Philippine Governance Forum and Introduction 
of Speakers 
 
Ms. Mars Mendoza 
Fair Trade Alliance (FTA) 
 

3:00 – 3:20 pm Usec. Demetrio L. Ignacio 
Undersecretary 
Planning, Policy Research and 
Legislative Affair 
Department of Environment and 
Natural Resources (DENR) 

3: 20 – 3:40 pm Engr. Rodolfo Velasco Jr.  
Mines and Geosciences Bureau 
Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) 

3:40– 4:00 pm Atty. Marvic F. Leonen 
Executive Director 
Legal Rights and Natural Resources 
Center- Kasama sa Kalikasan              
Vice President, UP and  
Professor, UP College of Law 
 



 5

4:00 – 4:15 pm Break/ Intermission 
 

4:15 – 4:45 pm Open Forum  
 

4:45 – 5:00 pm Synthesis 
 
Dr. Ma. Fe V. Mendoza 
Project Coordinator, PGF 
Professor, UP NCPAG 
 
Closing 
 

 Master of Ceremonies/ Moderator:  
 
Dr. Ebinezer R. Florano 
Forum Officer, PGF 
Professor, UP NCPAG 

 
E. Participants  

 
Some 160+ stakeholders from the business sector, civil society organizations, 
government, FDG partners, academe, donor community, media, indigenous 
peoples, and other sectors were invited to seriously commit themselves in this 
forum in order to help make mining in the Philippines sustainable.  

 
F. Organizers 

 
This forum on sustainable mining is organized under the GOP- UNDP Fostering 
Democratic Governance Programme, Philippine Governance Forum and is 
subscribed under the Diliman Governance Forum, by the National College of 
Public Administration and Governance, University of the Philippines, Fair Trade 
Alliance (FTA) and the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Back to top 
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S P E A K E R S 
 

 
ENGR. GLEN MARCELO NOBLE is Chief of the 
Mineral Economics, Information, and Public Division of the 
Department of Environment and Natural Resources 
(DENR). Engr. Noble has a degree in Metallurgical 
Engineering.  
 

 
ENGR. RODOLFO VELASCO, JR. is Mining Engineer 
of the Mines and Geosciences Bureau (MGB) of the DENR. 
Engr. Velasco obtained a Diploma in Urban and Regional 
Planning from the University of the Philippines-School of 
Urban and Regional Planning (UP SURP) (2003). He has a 

bachelor’s degree in Mining Engineering from the Mapua Institute of 
Technology (1977).  
 

ENGR. ROLANDO PEÑA is Regional Director of the 
DENR. He is also Head of the Mining Investments 
Assistance Center.  
 
 

 
ATTY. RHIA MUHI is a staff lawyer of the Legal Rights 
and Natural Resources Center – Kasama sa Kalikasan 
(LRNRC-KsK). Before working for LRNRC-KsK, Atty. Muhi 
was University Legal Counsel of the University of the 
Philippines-Diliman (2005), and Court Attorney of the Court 

of Appeals in Manila (2004-2005). She obtained her bachelor’s degree in 
Law from U.P. Diliman (1999).  
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WELCOME REMARKS AND INTRODUCTION OF SPEAKERS 
Dr. Ma. Fe V. Mendoza 

 
 
 
In behalf of UP-NCPAG Dean Alex B. Brillantes, Jr., Dr. Ma. Fe V. Mendoza 
welcomed the participants to the 16th DGF. Dr. Mendoza informed them that the DGF 
is a continuing effort of U.P.-NCPAG to initiate collective action for public 
administration reforms and better governance. It has tackled various policy issue 
concerns such as reengineering government, fiscal crisis, geo-informatics, electoral 
reforms, youth leaders of the past and present, Metro Manila governance, combating 
corruption, the Millennium Development Goals, impeachment of Pres. Gloria Arroyo, 
assessment of local governance in the Philippines, the Bangsa Moro issue, and most 
recently, trade on human terms.  
 
According to Dr. Mendoza, the specific aims of the 16th DGF are to: provide 
understanding of the concept and complications of sustainable mining; debate on 
whether sustainable mining is an impossible or attainable development dream; 
analyze which factors, actors or conditions may facilitate or hinder sustainable 
mining; and recommend what can be done to address the challenges of sustainable 
mining. 
 
The 16th DGF is dovetailed to the Philippine Governance Forum (PGF) which aims to 
provide a regular and bigger venue for a continuing consultation, discourse, dialogue, 
dissemination, exchange of ideas, interaction and consultation with the relevant 
publics on the activities, interventions, results and policy issues, concerns, reform 
initiatives, and recommendations of the FDG programme approved for 
implementation between 2005 and 2009 by the Government of the Philippines and 
the United Nations Development Programme for the realization of the Millennium 
Development Goals, and United Nations Conventions and Summits.   
 
Dr. Mendoza introduced the speakers, namely: Engineers Glen Marcelo Noble and 
Rodolfo Velasco, Jr., Director Rolando Peña, and Atty. Rhia Muhi.1 But before their 
turns, Dr. Mendoza invited Rep. Nereus Acosta, who volunteered to give a short 
speech, to come up the stage to address the audience.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Back to top

                                                 
1 Engr. Noble and Atty. Muhi were not able to prepare papers for the forum. However, their PowerPoint 
presentations are attached in Annexes A and B.  
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INSPIRATIONAL SPEECH 
Rep. Nereus H. Acosta 

 
 
 
Mining should include the social cost and social heritage issues.  Is there such a thing 
as sustainable mining?  Maybe it is better to stop the use of the words “sustainable 
mining.  The title of the forum which says “challenges and prospects” also gives the 
impression that we should really mine.  We should be more careful on the use of 
words.   
 
It is better to look at mining and the socials costs and community heritage.  The 
discussion on mining should be deeper.  There should be an intelligent, rational and 
truly enlightening discussion on the issue. 
 
The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) has a split 
personality.  On one hand, it protects the environment, on the other hand, it also 
exploits the natural resources.  But what usually wins is development exploitation.  
This is a challenge that needs to be addressed 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Back to top
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SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT THROUGH RESPONSIBLE MINING 
Rodolfo L. Velasco, Jr. 

 
 

 
The Principles of Sustainable Mining 
 
The application of sustainable development to renewable resources, in terms of 
“meeting the needs of present generation without compromising the ability of the 
future generations to meet their own needs,” can be clearly illustrated in the case of 
forest resources. The government by strictly implementing the selective logging and a 
logging ban in ecologically fragile areas ensure the maintenance and availability of 
forest resources.  
 
If we apply the idea of sustainable development to the mineral resources, which are 
considered non-renewable resources, sustainability means that the mineral stocks 
should not decline nor be depleted. However, the use of minerals, at any positive rate 
of exploitation will eventually lead to exhaustion of this finite resource. This is a reality 
even if it is acknowledged that the mineral resources of the earth are naturally 
replenished over geologic time scales, long enough that we can say "not in our life 
time." Therefore, wise utilization should be the basis for mineral resources to be 
sustainable for the future generation.  
 
Republic Act No. 7942, the Philippine Mining Act of 1995 and Department 
Administrative Order No. 96-40, its revised Implementing Rules and Regulations 
(IRR), are considered as the primary investment vehicle in the country's effort to 
revitalize the mining industry. Enshrined are the principles of sustainable mining and 
a new regime of mining that is both pro-people and pro-environment in sustaining 
wealth creation and improved quality of life. 
  
The principles of sustainable mining operate under the following conditions:  
 
Mining is a temporary land use for the creation of wealth, leading to an optimum land 
use in post mining stage as a consequence of progressive and engineered mine 
rehabilitation works done in cycle with mining operations.  
 
The concept of land use planning should be considered in future rehabilitation and 
decommissioning plans to establish a land use capability that is functional and 
proximate to the land use prior to the disturbance of the area, unless other more 
beneficial land uses are predetermined and agreed upon in, consultation with local 
communities and the Local Government Units.  
 
Mining activities must always be guided by current best practices in environmental 
management committed to reducing the impacts of mining 'while efficiently and 
effectively protecting the environment.  
 
Best practices in mining means using the best available technologies, meeting the 
requirements of environmental quality standards, implementing proactive planning 
and research, doing independent evaluation of environmental performance leading to 
self- regulation and transparency in the operations.  
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The wealth accruing to the Government and the communities as a result of mining 
operation should also lead to other wealth-generating opportunities for the people 
and to other environment-responsible endeavors.  
 
This principle emphasizes the fact that mining is not an end in itself and the benefits 
from it should be properly utilized as a means of creating other wealth-generating 
employment and livelihood activities for the improvement of the quality of life of the 
people and the enhancement of the environment.  
 
Mining activities shall be undertaken with due and equal regard for economic and 
environmental considerations, as well as for health, social and cultural concerns.  
 
Mining operations purely for economic gains is no longer acceptable. In so doing, a 
dictum is being adopted that says "projects that cannot absorb the environmental and 
social cost of modem mining shall not be allowed to proceed.” 
 
Conservation of minerals is effected not only through technological efficiencies of 
mining operations but also through the recycling of mineral based products, to 
effectively lengthen the usable life of mineral commodities.  
 
This principle means not only the improvement of the technology for mining and 
mineral recovery to avoid wastage of the mineral resource but also for re-cycling 
technologies to reduce the demand and pressures for mineral extraction.  
 
Operationalizing the Principles of Sustainable Development in Mining 
 
Cognizant of the need for conservation strategies and as a response to the 
environment and development issues, the government has formulated projects, 
programs, and rules and regulations to tackle the multiple dimensions associated with 
sustainable development.  
 
1. Mineral Reservations  
 
The mineral reservations in the Philippines was established to enable the government 
to further promote the wise and efficient disposition, development, extraction, 
utilization and conservation of minerals in order to maximize national benefits for the 
present and future generations.  
 
This mineral reservation system allows the government to have direct control in the 
development and extraction of the mineral resources in reservation areas. It 
authorizes the government to negotiate with private entities for the exploration and 
development of the minerals found therein: in return for greater royalties. In addition 
to the revenues that accrue to the government, the system eliminates unscrupulous 
idle-sitting on mineral lands by closing such areas to mining locations and leases, 
thus discouraging opportunistic claimants. It also prevents overlapping of claims 
which drags disposition and development of mineral resources and results in greater 
administrative costs to the government. It accelerates exploration and development of 
mineral lands either by direct government exploration initiatives or by any interested 
entity. It reduces bureaucratic tape in the processing of application for mining rights. 
The system promotes the implementation of more effective conservation and 
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judicious utilization of mineral resources by ensuring that mining operations are 
handled by most competent and responsible entities.  
  
To date, there are eight (8) inland mineralized areas and all offshore areas of the 
archipelago that have been established as mineral reservations through various 
proclamations, orders and decrees. These are the following:  
 

 Ilocos Norte Feldspar Mineral Reservation  
 Zambales Chromite Mineral Reservation  
 Siruma White Clay Mineral Reservation in Camarines Sur  
 Samar Bauxite Mineral Reservation  
 Surigao Mineral Reservation  
 Zamboanga Mineral Reservation  
 Biak-Na-Bato Mineral Reservation in Bulacan  
 Diwalwal Mineral Reservation in Compostela Valley  
 Offshore Mineral Reservation in all offshore areas within the Philippine 

territorial limits.  
 
2. Mining Contracts/Agreements/Permits  
 
The two (2) major mining contracts granted to mining proponents are the Financial or 
Technical Assistance Agreement (FTAA) and the Mineral Production Sharing 
Agreement (MPSA). The objective of these mining rights is to provide an equitable 
sharing among the Philippine Government (national and local), the communities and 
the investors of the benefits derived from the mineral resources to ensure the 
sustainable development of the mining industry.  
 
 
 
a. Financial or Technical Assistance Agreements (FTAA)  
 
This is a 25-year contract that allows the entry of up to 100% foreign owned 
corporations, which possess the qualifications, set forth in the Mining Act. It requires 
a minimum investment commitment of US$50 million for infrastructure and mine 
development. The contractor in this agreement can hold up to 81,000 hectares for 
exploration and a maximum of 5,000 hectares for commercial production.  
 
The formulation of the FTAA fiscal regime is based on the principle that the 
government expects real contributions to the economic growth and general welfare of 
the country while the contractor expects a reasonable return N its investment. After 
recovery of its initial investment, the contractor is then expected to pay the usual 
taxes and fees charged to a mining business and an additional share from the mining 
operations based on a negotiated scheme. The basic structure of an FTAA fiscal 
regime is represented by the following equation: FTAA Fiscal Contribution = Basic 
Share + Additional Share.  
 
All taxes paid by the contractor during the term of the agreement comprise the basic 
government share. The additional government share is negotiated by the government 
and the contractor taking into consideration the following: capital investment in the 
project, risk involved, contribution of the project to the economy, contribution of the 
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project to community and local government, technical complexity of the project, and 
other factors that will provide for a fair and equitable sharing between the government 
and the contractor.  
 
b. Mineral Production Sharing Agreement (MPSA)  
 
This is a 25-year contract granted exclusively to Filipino-owned corporations (i.e. 
maximum of 40% is foreign-owned) for an exploration of a maximum of 16,200 
hectares and subsequently for the commercial production of a maximum of 5,000 
hectares of mineral land.  
 
The fiscal contribution from an MPSA takes the form of a basic government share, 
which includes normal taxes and fees paid by the contractor. Briefly, it can be 
represented by the following equation: MPSA Fiscal Contribution = Basic 
Government Share + Normal Taxes and Fees.  
 
c. Forms of Mining Permits  
 
To have a direct charge in the administration and disposition of mineral lands and 
mineral resources, the government issues permits to mining proponents to explore 
and operate mineral lands. These permits are the following:  
 
c.1  Exploration Permit (EP) - a permit that grants the proponent the right to 
conduct exploration work for all minerals within a specified area.  
c.2  Quarry Permit (QP) - a mining permit for the extraction and removal of quarry 
resources on privately-owned lands and/or public lands for building and construction 
materials.  
c.3  Sand and Gravel (SAG) Permit - a mining permit for the extraction and 
removal of sand and gravel or other loose or unconsolidated materials. The kinds of 
SAG permit are commercial SAG permit, industrial SAG permit, exclusive SAG 
permit, government gratuitous permit and private gratuitous permit.  
c4  Small-Scale Mining Permit - a permit to explore, develop and utilize small-
scale mineral deposits in areas 20 hectares or less. Permits are issued by the 
Provincial Governor or City Mayor. These include guano permit, gemstone gathering 
permit and pebble gathering permit.  
c.5  Mineral Processing Permit - permit granted for the milling, beneficiation, 
leaching, smelting, cyanidation, calcinations or upgrading of ores, minerals, rocks, 
mill tailings, mine waste and/or other metallurgical by-products or by similar means to 
convert the same into marketable products.  
 
3. People's Small-Scale Mining Program  
 
Republic Act No. 7076, known as "People's Small-Scale Mining Act of 1991," is a 
policy of the state to promote, develop, protect and rationalize viable small scale 
mining activities for the generation of more employment opportunities. It provides for 
an equitable sharing of the nation's wealth and natural resources. It provides for the 
creation of a People's Small-Scale Mining Program designed to achieve an orderly, 
systematic and rational scheme for the small-scale mining development and 
utilization of mineral resources in order to address the social, economic, technical and 
environmental problems connected with small-scale mining activities. It also includes 



 13

such features as identification, segregation and reservation of certain mineral lands 
as people's small-scale mining areas, encouragement on the formulation of 
cooperatives, generation of ancillary livelihood activities and efficient collection of 
government revenue.  
 
Small-scale mining areas are less than 20 hectares with a capitalization of not more 
than ~10 million during the term of the permit and its renewal. It is projected to 
provide livelihood to millions of small-scale miners in rural areas, thus, alleviating their 
social and economic conditions.  
 
Environmental Protection and Enhancement Requirements and Programs  
 
The IRR of the Mining Act of 1995 provide for life-of-mine environmental protection 
and at the same time ensuring that adequate funds are available for their 
implementation.  
 
Programs for environmental protection during exploration, extraction and 
decommissioning stages with minimum expenditure requirements are now integral to 
mining operations in the Philippines. These are the following:  
 
Certificate of Environmental Management and Community Relations Record 
(CEMCRR) - Part of the mandatory requirements for a mining company applying for a 
mining tenement is a CEMCRR. It is a proof of the company's satisfactory 
relationship with local communities and the environmental and social acceptability of 
its resource management strategies in the past. Mining companies with no previous 
mining ventures are exempted from the issuance of a CEMCRR and, instead, a 
Certificate of Exemption is issued.  
 
Environmental Work Program (EnWP) for Exploration - This details the 
environmental impact control and rehabilitation measures associated with exploration 
activities, including the costs (at least 10% of the exploration expenditures) to ensure 
that sufficient financial resources are available 'to meet the commitments in the 
EnWP. It shall include, among others, the environmental protection and enhancement 
strategies, post-exploration and use potential for disturbed lands, monitoring and 
reporting mechanisms. It shall also contain a public information component to 
educate the community about the project and to serve as a venue to address 
community concerns.  
 
Environmental Protection and Enhancement Program (EPEP) - This is the 
operational link between the environmental management provisions of the revised 
IRR of the Mining Act and the conditions stipulated in the ECC. It details the methods 
and procedures that the company will use in attaining its environmental protection 
and management objectives. It also provides the description of the Mine 
Environmental Protection and Enhancement Office (MEPEO). MEPEOs shall be 
established in each operating mine to ensure attainment and implementation of the 
company's environmental management and protection objectives through the EPEP. 
 
Final Mine Rehabilitation/Decommissioning Plan (FMRDP) - This shall be 
integrated in the EPEP submitted by the contractors/permit holders. It should identify 
the activities and research required to address on-going rehabilitation and should 
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consider all mine scenarios, i.e., planned closure, temporary closure and sudden or 
unplanned closure. It shall also contain cost estimates for the implementation of the 
FMRDP, taking into consideration expected inflation, technological advances, and the 
unique circumstances faced by the mining operation.  
 
5. Social Development and Management Program (SDMP)  
 
The SDMP is a tool for the development and implementation of community programs 
and projects, in consultation and in partnership with the host and neighboring 
communities in a mining area. Its objective is to create responsible, self-reliant and 
resource-based communities capable of developing, implementing and managing 
community development programs in a manner, consistent with the principle of 
sustainable development. The contractor/permit holder/lessee shall allot annually a 
minimum of one per cent (1%) of the direct mining and milling cost, 90% of which 
shall be for the SDMP and 10% is for the development of mining technology and 
geosciences.  
 
6. Mine Safety and Health  
 
Safety First! This is the first slogan an employee in any mining operation must learn, 
a proof of the importance placed by the industry to the safety of its mineworkers. Mine 
safety and health is a shared responsibility. The employer (mining company) must 
provide ways and means (training and personal protective equipment) for a safe work 
place; workers should learn how to perform their work safely; and government should 
be responsible for the development of regulations on safe working conditions. Mining 
companies are required to submit a Safety and Health Program (SHP) that elaborates 
the occupational safety and health, and emergency response programs that the 
company will implement during the operating life of the mine.  
 
Conclusion 
 
The compatibility of sustainable development and mineral development is always 
questioned by anti-mining groups and the local communities affected by mining 
operation. Mineral development has the connotation of non-renewability and the 
common notion is minerals are finite and once mined cannot be renewed. From the 
above premises the following factors have to be considered to attain sustainable 
development in mining:  
 
The physical sustainability of mining includes geological knowledge, technology, and 
economics. Minerals cannot be considered wealth unless known and geological 
knowledge allows the discovery of mineral deposits and, therefore, increases or 
replaces minerals that have been transformed to productive use. Developments in 
mining technology have lowered production costs and made it possible for the 
processing of low grade deposits which were not considered ore previously and the 
mining of deeply buried deposits. The world has a large inventory of known mineral 
deposits not economically mineable today and future technological developments will 
turn these deposits into mines.  
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Protection and rehabilitation of the environment using best practices and focused on 
the life-of-mine management of the environment and safety and health impacts 
associated to every stage of a mining operation.  
 
Promotion of social and community stability respecting the needs, values and 
decisions of the local and indigenous communities; fair-sharing of the benefits 
through direct employment and community services to health, education, recreation, 
etc.; participatory governance and cooperation among stakeholders; and support for 
local development initiatives,  
 
Preservation of options for future generations using appropriate management 
strategies for the optimal use of mineral resources with minimal environmental and 
social impacts; maximum economic benefits through prioritization of minerals for 
extraction where the country has comparative advantage (gold, copper, nickel, 
chromite); efficiency in the use of mineral by reduction and substitution (use of non-
mineral products, if possible), and reuse and recycling of mineral products and metals 
(metals derived from minerals are elements which are indestructible form of matter 
and do not lose their mechanical and metallurgical properties and therefore, can be 
recycled repeatedly). This also refers to the need to preserve certain areas with 
unique ecological and socio-cultural significance by harmonizing the policies on 
mining and biodiversity.  
 
Competitiveness of the minerals industry. The government shall ensure the 
formulation of clear and well-defined policies that are necessary to balance the need 
to attract direct foreign investments without compromising the concerns of national 
patrimony/sovereignty, the demands for sustainability and the realities of economic 
and social development. The harmonization of the Philippine Mining Act of 1995 with 
the Fisheries Code, the Indigenous People's Rights Act, the Forestry Code, the 
National Integrated Protected Areas System, the Local Government Code, other 
environmental laws, and the proposed Land Use Code should be prioritized.  
 
Having achieved sustainable development, the mining industry must:  
 
Be dominated by new-generation, world-class mines that can absorb the social, 
cultural, and environmental costs through the application of best practices in mining 
operation and at the same time contributing to the economic development of the 
country in terms of foreign exchange earnings, government revenues, and 
countryside development.  
 
Accept multinational corporations that are committed to environmental management 
and social concerns. The entry of these companies will introduce modern technology 
in mining. Their experience in modern exploration techniques will benefit the country 
in discovering new world-class mineral deposits and mining will be conducted using 
the latest and modern equipment in mineral extraction and implementing better 
approaches to manage environmental protection and social development of modern 
mining.  
 
Be committed to retrofit old mines. Old existing mines and quarries that either stop or 
temporarily stop operation shall undergo retrofitting to keep pace with modern mining 
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techniques. Those that cannot follow will be bound to undergo decommissioning and 
rehabilitation and eventual phasing out. 
 
Be socially-accepted. By developing partnership with stakeholders and by 
demonstrating a track record of good corporate practice, the minerals industry can 
gain the trust of the community and the public in general, even its most ardent critics.  
 
Be self-regulating. This entails the industry's commitment and adherence to the terms 
of sustainable development and best practices in mining operation.  
 
Be value-added. Since mineral products are the building blocks of modern society, 
the industry must aim to export not only raw mineral products or raw materials but 
finished products vital to everyday life.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Back to top 
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A DECADE OF THE MINING ACT: HOW THE RULES HAVE CHANGED 
Engr. Rolando Peña 

 
 
 
 
The Philippine Mining Act (RA 7942) was enacted in March 1995 and since then, the 
Implementing Rules and Regulations (IRR) have gone through several rounds of 
amendments.  
 
DENR Administrative Orders Amending the IRRs 
 
DAO 96-40 - The initial version of the IRR of the Mining Act was Department 
Administrative Order (DAO) 95-23 dated August 15, 1995. In the wake of the 
Marcopper Incident at Marinduque, a serious effort was undertaken to take a look at 
the IRR and improve it. Public hearings were conducted in Metro Manila, Cebu, 
Davao, and Baguio and based on the results of the hearings, a new IRR was drafted. 
The draft went through several discussion-meetings until it was finalized and issued 
as DAO 96-40.  
 
Much of the text of the first IRR (DAO 95-23) was retained in the new IRR, but the 
order of topics was changed in a few places and the environmental provisions were 
further refined.  
 
DAO 99-57 - The next round of amendments mainly concerned the chapters on 
Exploration Permit, Mineral Agreement, Financial Technical Assistance Agreement 
(FTAA), and Quarry Operations, in other words, matters relating to permits and 
mining operations.  
 
DAO 2000-61 - The following year, the provision on final mining area for quarry 
operations was amended, allowing only smaller final mining areas for quarries.  
 
DAO 2000-99 - In the same year Sections 134 to 136 of Chapter 14 on the 
Development of Mining Communities were amended. The requirement for a Social 
Development and Management Program (SDMP) was introduced here, necessitating 
additional provisions numbered as Sections 136-A to 136-E.  
 
DAO 2003-46 - More wide-ranging amendments were instituted, covering provisions 
on Mineral Reservations, Exploration Permit, Mineral Agreements, FTAA, Quarry 
Operations, Small Scale Mining, Mineral Processing Permit, Transport of Minerals, 
Mine Safety and Health, Environmental Protection, Contingent Liability and 
Rehabilitation Fund (CLRF), and the Termination of Mineral Agreements.  
 
DAO 2004-54 - Further amendments in the IRR as set forth in this DAO refer to 
provisions on Mineral Agreement, FTAA, Development of Mining Communities, Mine 
Safety and Health, and CLRF. A notable amendment in this DAO is the provision on 
institutionalizing public awareness and education on mining and geosciences as a 
component of the development of mining communities. 
 



 18

DAO 2005-07 - This set of amendments concerns mainly additional provisions 
(Sections 187-A to 187-F) regarding the Final Mine Rehabilitation and 
Decommissioning Plan (FMR/DP) and the fund for the purpose.  
 
DAO 2005-15 - The amendments in this DAO provide for Exploration Permit (EP) or 
FTAA as the initial mode of entry in the conduct of mineral exploration.  
 
How the Rules Have Changed 
 
Chapter III: Mineral Reservations and Government Reservations  
 
Authorization for Qualified Government Corporation to Undertake Mining 
Operations in Mineral and Government Reservations - Section 11 was amended 
by DAO 2003-46 allowing a qualified government corporation/ entity to enter into a 
Memorandum of Agreement with the DENR authorizing the said corporation to 
explore, develop and/or utilize the mineral resources within mineral and government 
reservations. This was occasioned by the creation of the Natural Resources Mining 
and Development Corporation as authorized through a Memorandum from the Office 
of the President in April 2003.  
 
Chapter IV: Scope of Application 
 
Consent Not Required for Sand and Gravel Permit Applications from FTAA, MA 
or EP Applicants - Section 15 b. 3 was amended by DAO 99-57 whereby sand and 
gravel permit applications are not anymore required to obtain consent from FTAA, EP 
or Mineral Agreement (MA) applicant except for MA or EP applications covering sand, 
gravel and/or alluvial gold.  
 
Chapter V: Exploration Permit  
 
Provisions in Chapter V (Exploration Permit) have been amended through DAO 99-
57, DAO 2003-46, and DAO 2005-15. The substantive amendments are discussed 
below. 
 
Mineral Exploration as a Mode of Entry - In DAO 96-40, mineral exploration may 
be conducted by obtaining an EP or a MA. Following the cancellation process 
initiated by the Secretary in relation to idle tenements in February 2005, DAO 2005-
15 was issued stipulating Exploration Permit as the initial mode of entry for the 
conduct of exploration, subject to the provisions of Chapter VII on FTAA on the 
conduct of exploration.  
 
Chapter VII: On the Conduct of Exploration.  
 
Maximum Term of EP - DAO 96-40 allows a maximum period of six years for EP. 
However, DAO 99-57 allowed a maximum of six (6) years and eight (8) years, 
respectively, for non-metallic and metallic mineral exploration. This was reduced to 
four (4) and six (6) years, respectively, by DAO 2005-15. The conduct of feasibility 
study and filing of declaration of mining project feasibility shall be undertaken during 
the term of the EP. In case of failure to declare the mining feasibility within the term of 
the maximum term of the EP, a further renewal of the EP for another two (2) years 
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may be granted for the purpose of preparing or completing the feasibility study and 
filing of the declaration of mining project feasibility and pertinent MA or FTAA 
application.  
 
Transfer or Assignment of EPA - An additional provision (Section 19-A) as provided 
in DAO 99-57 allows the transfer or assignment of EPA, provided such transfer or 
assignment shall be subject to eligibility requirements and shall not be allowed in 
cases involving speculation.  
 
Conversion of EP to MA or FTAA - DAO 99-57 added a provision (Section 23-A) 
allowing the EP to be converted to a MA or FTAA subject to compliance to mandatory 
requirements. This provision was deleted by DAO 2005-15.  
 
Approval of Exploration Permit - DAO 2005-15 stipulates that if all the mandatory 
and other requirements have been complied with and the EP is still awaiting approval 
five months after its date of filing, the EP, upon submission of an affidavit by the 
applicant attesting to the full compliance with all the pertinent requirements, shall be 
deemed approved and the Director shall issue the EP within five working days from 
receipt of said affidavit, for registration and release.  
 
Chapter VI: Mineral Agreements  
 
Amendments to provisions in Chapter VI (Mineral Agreements) were instituted 
through DAO 99-57, DAO 2003-46, DAO 2004-54, and DAO 2005-15. The salient 
amendments include the following:  
 
Mandatory Requirements for MA Applications - Certain provisions in the section 
dealing with mandatory requirements for MA application have been deleted. More 
importantly, three items have been added, namely:  
 
Three-year development/utilization work program  
Mining project feasibility  
Complete and final exploration report pertaining to the area. 
 
These requirements are contingent on the results of exploration work undertaken 
within the period allowed by the EP. 
 
Conversion of MA Application into EPA - A new provision allowing the conversion 
of MA application into an EP application was appended as Section 40-A by DAO 99-
57. This was renumbered as Section 41 by DAO 2005-15.  
 
Non-Issuance of Temporary EP - Section 42 of DAO 96-40 allowing for the 
issuance of Temporary Exploration Permit while awaiting the approval of application 
for Mineral Agreement was amended by DAO 99-57 and later entirely deleted by 
DAO 2005-15. (The original Section 41 was renumbered as Section 42.)  
 
Approval of Mineral Agreement. - After evaluation of the MA application and 
endorsement of the same to the Secretary, the application shall be deemed approved 
if not acted upon by the Secretary within 30 calendar days from official receipt of the 
application. Within five days thereafter, the Secretary shall then sign all the pertinent 
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documents for the approval of the application. This provision was added to Section 
42 (originally Section 41) by DAO 2005-15.  
 
Issuance of Special Permit - The provision for the issuance of Special Permit was 
amended by DAO 99-57 to read as follows:  
 
An applicant for Mineral Agreement whose application is valid and existing, has been 
granted an Area Status and Clearance, NCIP Precondition Certification and 
endorsement from the concerned Sanggunian, and has no pending mining 
dispute/conflict as certified by the concerned Panel of Arbitrators/Mines Adjudication 
Board, may file an application for Special Mines Permit with the Bureau/concerned 
Regional Office. A Special Mines Permit (SMP) may be issued by the Director upon 
clearance by the Secretary. The SMP shall be for a period of one (1) year renewable 
once: Provided, That the SMP may be further renewed depending upon the nature of 
the deposit, the propriety of the mining operation, the environmental and community 
relations track record of the applicant, faithful compliance with the terms and 
conditions of the SMP and diligence of the applicant in pursuing the Mineral 
Agreement application, subject to the approval of the Secretary. 
  
In cases where public welfare so requires, the Secretary may, after verification and 
evaluation of the Bureau, grant other form/s of Special Mines Permit so as to address 
the specific conditions in the area concerned. (The items on the conditions and 
requirements are retained).  
 
Originally, those which may file applications for SMP were identified by DAO 96-40 as 
holders of lease contracts which are about to expire and Quarry Permit Licenses with 
pending MA applications.  
 
Chapter VII: Financial or Technical Assistance Agreement (FTAA)  
 
Evaluation of Mining Project Feasibility Study - A provision was injected by DAO 
2004-54 into Section 52 identifying the parameters for strict consideration in the 
evaluation, namely, the expected life of mine, grade management, mining sequence, 
conservation measures and the capability of the project to pay the Government Share 
and absorb the environmental and social costs. It was further stipulated that there 
shall be a provision guaranteeing the payment of the Government Share 
notwithstanding the grant of any incentives by other government agency(ies); that the 
mine should have a profitable operating life of more than ten (10) years, to ensure the 
collection of the Governemnt Share, given a maximum five (5) -year cost recovery 
period. 
 
Mandatory Requirements for FTAA Applications. - The mandatory requirements 
for FTAA, (Section 53) was amended by DAO 99-57 and DAO 2004-54 and further 
amended by DAO 2005-15. In support of the application for approval of the 
declaration of mining project feasibility, the following are now required as provided for 
in DAO 2005-15:  
 
 d.1.  Mining Project: Feasibility Study;  
       2. Three (3)- Year Development/Utilization Work Program;  
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   3. Proof of technical competence, including, among others, curricula vitae and 
track records in mining operations and environmental management of the technical 
personnel who shall undertake the activities in accordance with the submitted 
Development/Utilization Work Program; and  
  4. Proof of financial capability to undertake the activities pursuant to the 
Development/Utilization Work Program, such as latest audited financial statement 
and where applicable, Annual Report for the preceding year, credit line(s), bank 
guarantee(s) and/or similar negotiable instruments.  
 
The approved survey plan, ECC, Environmental Protection and Enhancement 
Program and Social Development and Management Program shall be required from 
the FTAA Contractor after acceptance of the application but prior to its approval.  
 
Further, upon filing of the application, the requirements in DAO 96-40 numbered 5, 6, 
8, 10, and 11 are no longer necessary.  
 
Terms and Conditions of an FTAA. - Additional stipulations in the terms and 
conditions of an FTAA include:  
  
ac.  A stipulation that a financing institution that has granted a loan to the 
Contractor for the mining project shall have the authority to designate its assignee of 
the FTAA in case of the Contractor's default from such loan: Provided, That the 
assignee is a Qualified Person and the assignment shall be subject to prior approval 
by the President; (DAO 2003-46)  
 
ae.  A stipulation that the Contractor in the case of a juridical entity shall annually 
submit a copy of its Securities and Exchange Commission-received General 
Information Sheet;(DAO 2005-15)  
   
af.  .A stipulation that the Contractor shall comply with the required 
consultation/with project presentation to the Sanggunian concerned prior to the 
implementation of the Exploration Work Program and endorsement of the project by 
the same Sanggunian prior to the commencement of the development and/or 
utilization activities pursuant to the pertinent provisions of RA No. 7160, The Local 
Government Code of 1991; (DAO 2005-15)  
 
Chapter VIII: Quarry Operations  
 
Final Mining Area - For a large scale quarry operations under an MA, stipulations for 
the final mining area were added to Section 69 (General Provisions) by DAO 99-57 
and later amended by DAO 2000-61 and DAO 2003- 456, to read as follows: 
 
For sand and grave.    Individual  -- 20 Hectares 
induding lahar     
      Corporation/  -- 50 Hectares 
      Partnership/ 
      Association/ 
      Cooperative 
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For marble granite.     Individual  -- 81 Hectares 
And/ or construction    
aggregates     Corporation/  -- 243 Hectares 
      Partnership/ 
      Association/ 
      Cooperative 
 
For cement raw     Individual  -- 486 Hectares 
Materials such as   
Limestone, shale and silica  Corporation/  -- 1458 Hectares 
      Partnership/ 
      Association/ 
      Cooperative 
 
Final mining area means the contract area or portion(s) thereof for development and 
actual quarrying/mining operation including sites for support/ancillary facilities. 
 
 
 
Chapter IX: Small Scale Mining 
 
Requirements for SSMP Applications - In DAO 96-40, Section 103 (General 
Provisions) only referred to the filing of applications through the PMRB for areas 
outside Mineral Reservations and through MGB for areas within Mineral 
Reservations. This was amended by DAO 2003-46 and DAD 2005-15 to include 
mandatory requirements for acceptance of SSMP applications and requirements for 
renewal of the SSMP Permit. The ECC, EPEP, and approved survey plan are also 
required from the applicant after acceptance of the application but prior to its 
approval.  
 
 
Chapter XI: Mineral Processing Permits  
 
Approval of Mineral Processing Permits - The approving authority for issuance of 
MPP was amended by DAD 2003-46 and further amended by DAD 2004-54. 
 
Secretary  >500M pesos project cost 
MGB Director  >200M pesos- 500M pesos project cost 
Regional Director   200M pesos or less project cost 
 
In the Feasibility Study there shall be a provision guaranteeing the payment of the 
Government Share notwithstanding the grant of any incentives by other government 
agency(ies) 
 
Temporary Permit to Operate - The provision on the issuance of Temporary Permit 
to Operate for 30 days was deleted by DAO 2003-46.  
 
Chapter XII: Transport of Minerals/Mineral Products. 
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Inclusion of By-Products, Including Gold Bullion - As amended by DAO 2003-46, 
Ore Transport Permit is required not only for minerals and mineral products but also 
for by-products, including gold bullion.  
 
Samples for Assay and Pilot Testing - For ore samples exceeding two (2) metric 
tons to be transported exclusively for assay and pilot tests purposes, DAO 2003-46 
stipulates that an OTP shall be issued by the Regional Director concerned for a 
limited amount based on the type of ore, metallurgical tests to be undertaken and 
other justifiable reasons as determined by the Regional Office concerned.  
 
Basis of Arrests and Confiscations/Seizures - As amended by DAO 99-57, it shall 
be the primary responsibility of the Permittee, Contractor, or Permit Holder to police 
the permit/contract area from any illegal mining operations.  
 
Filing of Complaint - To conform with the above stipulation, DAO 99-57 also 
amended Section 122 authorizing Permittee, Contractor, Permit Holder and/or other 
duly deputized personnel to file the complaint with the proper court for violation of 
Section 103 of the Act (Theft of Minerals).  
 
Chapter XIV: Development of Mining Communities, Sciences, and Mining 
Technology  
 
Provision for Social Development Management Program (SDMP) - In line with the 
development of mining communities, provisions regarding the requirements for a 
Social Development Management Program (SDMP) were added by DAO 2000-99, 
which were amended by DAO 2004-54. These new sections are numbered 136-A to 
136-E. Pertinent sections of this chapter were also amended to incorporate SDMP in 
the provisions.  
 
Provision for IEC Programs and Activities - The spate of anti-mining issues 
especially since the Marcopper incident· in 1996 has prompted the MGB to give due 
importance to Information, Education and Communication (IEC) programs and 
activities and enjoin mining companies to do the same. Thus Section 134 was 
amended by DAO 2004-54 to include the institutionalization of public awareness and 
education in mining and geosciences. These programs and' activities are now 
recognized as credited activities or expenditures in enhancing the development of the 
host and neighboring communities as part of the 10% of the 1 % of direct mining and 
milling costs.  
 
Chapter XV: Mine Safety and Health  
 
Adoption of DAO 2000-98 (Mine Safety and Health Standards) - Pertinent 
provisions in the Chapter were amended by DAO 2004-54 whereby the old Mine 
Safety and Health Standards stipulated in MAO No. MRD-51 was replaced by DAO 
2000-98, the Mine Safety and Health Standards being implemented presently.  
 
Revocation of Accreditation of Service Contractors - All Certificates of 
Accreditation issued to Service Contractors by the Bureau and its Regional Offices 
were revoked by DAO 2004-54. Henceforth all Service Contractors may provide 
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services in mining operations without undergoing the accreditation process, subject to 
compliance with applicable laws, rules, and regulations.  
 
Amendments to Requirements of Safety and Health Program - Section 144 was 
amended by DAO 2004-54 whereby the standard operating procedures for mining 
and milling operations was deleted and two additional items were added, namely: 1) 
leadership and administration; and 2) organizational rules. The rest of the original 
items were retained.  
 
Chapter XVI: Environmental Protection 
 
Requirement for Certificate of Environmental Management and Community 
Relations Record - A new section (Section 167-A) was added by DAO 2003-46 
requiring applicants of MA, FTAAs, Quarry or Commercial/Industrial Sand and Gravel 
Permits, and Mineral Processing Permits to obtain a Certificate of Environmental 
Management and Community Relations Record. This stipulation amends provisions 
in pertinent sections of the IRR with respect to mandatory requirements of the above 
applications.  
 
Chapter XVIII: Contingent Liability and Rehabilitation Fund  
 
Guidelines on the Final Mine Rehabilitation/ Decommissioning Plan - Guidelines 
for the implementation of the Final Mine Rehabilitation/ Decommissioning Plan 
(FMR/DP) is provided by DAO 2005-07 as Sections 187-A to 187-F. Pertinent 
provisions relating to these guidelines such as the provision for the FMR/DP fund and 
compliance with the FMR/DP were amended, respectively, such as Sections 180, 
182, 188, 193, 196, and 197.  
 
Monitoring Trust Fund increased to P150,000 - As amended by DAO 2005-07, the 
Monitoring Trust Fund has been increased to no less than P150,000 to cover 
maintenance and of the operating expenses of the monitoring team, which may be 
increased when national interest and public welfare so require. 
 
Chapter XXIV: Cancellation, Revocation and Termination of Mining 
Permit/Mineral Agreement/FTAA  
 
Grounds Expanded – The grounds for cancellation, revocation, and termination of a 
mining permit, MA or FTAA were expanded by DAO 2003-46 to include the following: 
 
Failure to perform all other obligations, including abandonment, under the permits or 
agreements; and 
Violation of existing laws, policies, and rules and regulations. 
 
Government to Undertake Mining Operations – Upon cancellation/revocation or 
termination of a mining permit/MA/ FTAA, the mining area covered thereby shall be 
open to mining applications. However, as amended by DAO 2003-46, mining 
operations may be undertaken by Government through one of its agencies or through 
a qualified independent Contractor. In the latter case, the contract shall be awarded 
to the highest bidder in a public bidding.  
 



 25

Summary and Conclusion 
 
The Philippine Mining Act has been with us for a little over a decade. In the course of 
implementing its rules and regulations, we have realized that there is much room for 
improvement and these are reflected in the amendments to its IRR. The participation 
of the Bureau in various fora and dialogues with stakeholders has allowed us to take 
cognizance of relevant issues. In this respect, the public hearings occasioned by the 
preparation of a Minerals Action Plan have contributed in streamlining and improving 
the implementation of the Mining Act.  
 
The last amendments to the IRR as discussed above are not the end of the process 
of improving the rules and regulations. We continue to learn and listen, and to 
engage in fruitful dialogue with stakeholders to better pave the ay for the revitalization 
of the mineral industry in the context of responsible lining.  
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OPEN FORUM 
 
 
 
The following are the summaries of discussions during the open forum.  
 
On the DENR.  For natural resources, police and permit-granting should be 
separated.  Otherwise, the DENR Secretary will have conflict in managing the 
organization. There are two bills pending in Congress that creates two environmental 
agencies.  But, it seems that nobody is looking at it. 
 
On small-scale mining.  The case of Mt. Diwalwal shows that there is total chaos 
even if there was no foreign investment.   
 
On the issue of anti-mining.  It is difficult to say that one is anti-mining, since mines 
are very important.  The benefits of mining should be recognized.  However, it is also 
important to see if the policy is pro-poor.  How far are we going to push for mining?  
The question is on the framework and the provisions and policies that are not pro-
people.  It could be amended or done away with. 
 
On processing minerals.  It is better if a local industry is built to process the 
minerals in the country rather than exporting it.  This is a good idea. However, mining 
does enjoy full support, hence, no industry has been put up yet.  During the time of 
then President Marcos, there was a grand plan for the iron and steel industry.  
However, policies changed and when Marcos left, everything was all watered down.   
 
On capability building.  It is the responsibility of local governments to train its 
constituents and prepare them to operate mining equipments.  Local government 
units (LGUs) which train their people should be commended. The government should 
implement more capacity-building activities.  Education is also still lacking.  Moreover, 
there is no technology to transfer.  On the issue whether the key to equipments 
should be given to locals, it was stated that it is just a question of trust.   
 
On the issue of employment.   It has only been two years and you do not see the 
effect of mining on employment in just two years.  It is unfair to say that mining has 
not contributed to development.  However, the employment that mining creates is 
temporary. Lives, communities and resources are what we are talking about in 
mining. 
 
On the amount of share that goes to the LGUs. It is only the barangay where a 
mining company exists that is entitled to a share of about 30-40%. 
 
On the policy of granting mining permits.  Local laws should not contradict 
national laws.  Resolutions do not have any effect unless they become ordinances.  
There should be transparency in the LGUs because they are responsible to inform 
the people about projects and where they will take place. 
 

Back to Top 
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Challenges and Lessons Learned on the Forum on Sustainable Mining 

 
 
 
The mining industry is a highly extractive industry as was presented in the papers 
and discussions of the speakers. In order to obtain the minerals from the ground, 
forests have to be cleared, tons of earth has to be moved, and these still have to be 
treated with various toxic chemicals in order to extract a small amount of the mineral.  
 
One of the challenges that faces the mining industry and other actors concerned, i.e, 
the indigenous peoples, mining communities and the government is how to make the 
mining industry responsible in the sense that the earth is not overly extracted.  
 
Next is that there is a need to impose or there is a need for the mining industry to 
adhere, observe, and promote best practices in mining. This has to be done in order 
to give a certain safeguard or protection to the environment. In addition, this may help 
lessen the impacts of mining on ecological balance. 
 
In addition, to help conserve the environment and to ensure that minerals extracted 
are re- used and that their utility is maximized, downstream industries have to 
developed. These downstream industries will process and convert the minerals into 
usable products such as steel for car production, chips for computers, and others. 
This will not only help maximize the use of the mineral but will also help spur 
economic activity, growth and development by providing jobs and technological 
advancements particularly in the host communities. 
 
In order to foster a balanced growth and in order to distribute the wealth generated by 
the mining industry, there should be a sharing of its social and economic benefits 
equitably.  
 
The host communities should be vigilant at all times, protecting their rights and 
helping conserve the natural resources. On the part of the government, the regulators 
must use creative, and effective measures in protecting the environment and that 
they should implement more effectively regulatory safeguards already in place. 
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Annex A 
“The Current Status of the Philippines 

Mineral Industry” 
Engr. Rolando Peña 

 
 

 

 
 



 29

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 30

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 31

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 32

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 33

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 34

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 35

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 36

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 37

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 38

Annex B 
“Philippine Mines” 

Atty. Rhia Muhi 
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Annex C: 
 
“Responsible Mining for Sustainable Development” 

 

Engr. Glen Noble 
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Annex C 

PHOTO DOCUMENTATION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Some 200 participants, representing the different sectors, took part in the 
half day affair. 
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The panel of experts for the 16th Diliman Governance 
Forum. L-R: Atty. Rhia Muhi, Engr. Glen Noble, Engr. 
Rolando Peña and Engr. Rodolfo Velasco Jr. 

The resource persons together with the organizers. 
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OPEN FORUM 
 
Members of the audience ask the panel enlightening 
questions and also practical insights. 



 56

Annex D 
O R G A N I Z E R S 

 
Dr. Ma. Fe V. Mendoza 

Philippine Governance Forum Project Coordinator 
 

Dr. Ebinezer R. Florano 
Forum Officer 

 
Allan Grand Sobrepeña 

Technical Staff 
 

Julita M. Sanchez 
Finance/Administrative Officer 

 
Juvy Lizette M. Gervacio 

Documentor 
 

Eugene Antonio Dig 
Prejean Prieto 

Ushers 
 

UP NCPAG Administrative Staff 
Administrative Staff 

 
 
 

S P O N S O R S 
 

United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)-
Philippines 

 
and 

 
U.P. National College of Public Administration 

and Governance 


