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OMB Regional Offices Launched

Tanodbayan Ma. Mercedit as Gutierrez leads the ribbon cutting at the inaugu-

ration of Ombudsman-Luzon sattelite office in Calamba City
are Laguna Governor T eresita “Ningning” S. Lazaro, Calamba Mayor Joaquin
Chipeco and Deputy Ombudsman for Luzon Victor C. Fernandez

Tanodbayan Gutierrez together with Deputy Ombudsman Antonio E.
Valenzuela, OIC-Overall Deputy Ombudsman Orlando C. Casimiro and Cagayan

De Oro Governor Oscar S. Moreno, formally open the “Dulugan Bayan”, an
OMB-Mindanao satellite office in Cagayan de Oro City

. Assisting her

Inauguration of the first OMB Regional Office

Wilbert L. Candelaria

OMB-MIN OPENS REGIONAL OFFICE IN
CAGAYAN DE ORO CITY

THE LAUNCHING ofthe ORO-Luzonand its open-

) . . . : Ma. Rosanna S. Navidad
first Ombudsman Regional corruption Month of May ing had already been dis-THERE IS SOMETHING

N. Gutierrez, together with

Office (ORO), that for Luzon, ORO-Luzon quietly opened tributed to parish churchesabout the City of Cagayanfollowing soon, and now the
was one of the highlights inits door to the public, asand schools in variouswhich beckons, after all, it Office of the Ombudsman-
the month-long celebration scheduled, on May 15, 2006parts of Laguna. On May prides itself
of the 18thAnniversary of in the City of Calamba in La- 26, eleverdaysafter the

the Office of the Ombudsmanguna.A whole month before soft opening, came the
(OMB) and a fitting obser- this soft opening, postersinauguration and blessing of

vance by OMB of thénti-

IDR Updates

Rafael “Ritchie” G. Hipolito

Obedient to the legal and their assessors are fin-
mandate of determining ishing its write-upThe C\A
causes of inéitiency, red was conducted in the central
tape, mismanagement, fraudand regional offices in
and corruption in the govern- Luzon, Visayas, and
ment and make appropriateMindanao of the five agen-
recommendation for their cies. In BOC, the following
elimination, OMB, with the were the C¥ areas: han-
technical assistance of thedling of seized and for
Development Academy of feited goods, auction of
the Philippines (DAP) and seized goods and accredita-
around 50 internal and exter-tion of importers and brokers.
nal assessors, assisted fiv&8IR had the following: hu-
strategic agencies in con-man resource management,
ducting the second and lastassessment of capital gains
stage of the Integrity Devel- and issuance of letters of au-
opment Review (IDR) Project thority. DPWH tackled: pro-
known as the corruption vul- curement planning up to is-
nerability assessment (BY,  suance of notice to proceed,
The C\A looks at the opera- project implementation and
tions side of an agency andfinancial management focus-
identifies corruption risks ing on payments. PNP fo-
and assesses the existenceused on recruitment and
operationalization and suffi- promotion, licensing of fire-
ciency of control mecha- arms and explosives, inter-
nisms and make recommen-face with the community
dation on how to addressand whistleblowing. Lastly
attendant corruption risks. LTO examined its motor ve-

With the exception of hicle registration process and
the PNPwhich is still well law enforcement adjudica-
within the C\A stage, the rest tion, as well as financial
had just completed the @V management.

announcing the creation of

top Ombudsman officials,

and wants to beMindanao.In a simple and concurrent  OIC-ODO and

“City of Golden solemn rites,  the newD€PUty Ombudsman
Friendship”. The Court of regional office was formally Orlando C. Casimiro, Deputy
Appeals already has ainaugurated on June 20, 20062mbudsman Antonio E.
division there, the by the Honorable Valenzuela, and Acting
FIRST P/7 sandiganbayan is said to beTanodbayan Ma. Merceditas CAGAYAN P/3

BRITAIN LAUNCHED P2.6M
llollo Anti-Graft Pr oject

Courtesy oDARWIN MANALO
Press and Political Affairs Officer, British Embassy, Manila

known as the

British Ambassador Pe- lighted by the project accep-Major components of the ca-tions, spearheaded by the
ter Beckingham led the tance and signing of agree-pacity building include tech- Local Governance Cadres
launching of a P2.6 million ments by the fifteen (15) par- nical skills training on com- and Barangay Service
anti-graft project in loilo ticipating LGUs in lloilo, puter-based M&E, intern- Point Officers who have
il 1 e 13’“290.?' e capiz and Guimaras prov-ship to Good Governancebeen deputized for the
Eir:tje?oglusb;)oidPrcc:)motisno- inces. The event will be offi- Practices, advocacy cam-Project monitoring would
y 9 ciatedby Gov Niel Tupas of paigns and grassroots mobiR€nefit from competencies

Transparency andhc- : L - devel ti ingful
i _ the Province of lloilo in the lization.Among the areas to d€velopmentin meaningiu
countability in Local Gov 9 good governance. The

ernment Units” is an initia- pPresence of Britishmbas- be monitored are the locally 2 -~*
tive of the lloilo CODE sador Peter Beckingham. ~ funded infrastructure and ProJéctis expected to C[I)ro-
NGOs, Inc. (ICODE) with Aformal Seminar oWal- poverty alleviation projects, gﬂﬁtg&ﬁsﬁﬁrﬁ]gcg SSS :SC'
support from the British ues Formation on Transpar-provincial IRA utilization, flawsinthtgmana Erentof
Embassy under the Globalency andAccountability in - performance of Executives J|\pi oo es%vo i be
Opportunities Fund - ECO- Goyernance commenced theand Legislators, and  pro- b coonrc u
nomic Governance _ ... . identified and corrected by
activity. Resourcepersons curement of goods and SCIE blic. In the end. it
Programme. . . . . e public. In the end,
The project launching '"¢lude Presidentiahd- —vices. __ could restore investor con-
of this multi-stakeholder ViSer for WesternVisayas This project aims atim- figence in the LGUs as it
partnership project with the Lito Coscoluella, Religious proving the efficiency and ef- would deter corruption and
lloilo Provincial Monitoring and Layleaders in Graft fectiveness in the manageimprove the dvery of
and Evaluation Committee Watch and theAcademe - ment of the public resources.pasic servicesAt the same
and the LGUs will be high- Central Philippine University The Civil Society Organiza- BRITAIN P/3
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Lemuel “Peter Parkher” Samblero ( grand prize winner ), Gideon “Jungee” Marcelo ( second prize ), and Isha Abubakar , interpreter of Ms. Christine D. Bendebel
(third prize ) receive awards from T anodbayan Ma. Mercedit as N. Gutierrez, assisted by EC Head Operations Section Mr . Frank Hess and British Council Phils.
Country Director Ms. Gill Westaway during the “Himig Dangal”, held at the AFP Theater last May 12.

TanodbayanAwards Anti-Corruption Songwriters at Aguinaldo Theater

YOUNG SONGWRITERS Lemuel Samblero, Gideon Mimi S. llustre tian Ministry; bagged the Grand Prize and received P250,000.0C

Marcelo and Christine D. Bendebel were proclaimed grand The awards were presented Bgnodbayan, Ma. and trophy with his own interpretation of the song entitled

winners of the nationwidénti-Corruption Songwriting Com- Merceditas Navarro-Gutierrez, assisted by the Head OpefrdAHIY A NAMAN KAYO!” Among the other ten (10) fi-

petition during the Grand Finals Night last May 12 at th#ons Section of the European Commission, fMank Hess, nalists include Gary Granada with his sémggKailangang

AguinaldoTheater in Campguinaldo, Quezon City and Country Director of the British Council Philippines, MgGawin; Roberto M. David Kahit Na; Chona “Mayumi”
TheAwards Night dubbed a@$HIMIG DANGAL " was  Gill Westaway The Board of Jurors consisted of populaBorromeoSimulan NatinRuben PLopez, J;| am a Shield;

the main event of the 2nd OMB Integrity TV Show telecapiersonalities, noted songwriters and record producelslu ReyesTigilan Mo Na an; Mike Villegas,Sabay @yong

live by the PeoplsTelevision Network (NBN 4) in commemo-namely: Ms. GilWestawayMr. Vehnee. Saturno, MrMon  Magpalaki ng Maganda Ngayorand Roberto M. David,

ration of the 18th Foundatigmnniversary of the Gice of the del Rosario, MVic Valenciano, andtty. Jose Raoul Dizon. Tayo Nang Maglingkod sa Bayan

Ombudsman and the Nationsiti-Corruption Month. Lemuel Samblero, a volunteer church worker in a Chris- AWARDS P/7

. <l DAR- STARCM : | Ombudsman-Msayas Holds
elcome Guests & Partici “ "
TIT Asces (R O-PLAN RED PLATE

Maria Irene L. Pintor

The Office of the Ombudsman- churches, two shopping malls,
VisayasTask Force commenced thethree beach resorts, one cockpit,
implementation of its “O-Plan Red and the Lapulapu Shrine on June 4,
Plate” on June 3 and 4, 2006vo  2006.A total of twenty-eight (28)
teams composed the 'task forcgovernment-owned vehicles were
whereby each team, accompaniedpotted by thélask Force on the
by the OIC-Deputy Ombudsman/first two days of operation as there
PACPO Directowirginia Palanca- were thirteen (13) sighted on the
Santiago, separately took part in thédirst day and fifteen (15) others on
operation. the second day

On June 3, 200G.eamA spot- The OMB-VIS “O-Plan Red
checked the parking areas and thPlate"Task Force is now in the pro-
immediate vicinities of four malls in cess of determining the ownership of
Cebu City to wit: SM City Cebu, said twenty-eight (28) government-
Ayala Center Cebu, Gaisano Counewned vehicles and the gathering
try Mall, and Baniladiown Center of all relevant documents pertaining
while Team B visited two Catholic to their travel.

gﬁrl?;i;li'?nRgé\/lanz;r:ii(i:pczr;t;yZ?;eLgr:s%%ell Norte and Lanao del Sur during the Ehem! Anti- OM B OpenS Onllne for flllng
of Request forAssistance

EheM! AhA!

The Office of the Ombuds- formed via electronic or snall

. . man, through the Monitoring mail to indicate other require
Semlnal’ held IN and EDP Division (MED), ments necessary to process the
. embarks with the adoption OfrequestAs to OMB internal
Cagayan de OD C"ty the latest trenq in Informationgperations, the initial conver,
Zevelyn F. Arsenio ogy (ICT) by involving the pub- hjysical files of cases filed with
lic on its war against graft andi,e sandiganbayan into digita

corruption. One way Of eNn-¢oq by means of scanning/im
abling the public is the integra-

tion and activation of the onIineaging Hite. @Eeeling HETE &
-~ . |
filing of Request foAssistance fetly el e El)

of such initiatives. Four batches ofawareness within their network and

“Ehem!Aha! Anti-CorruptionSemi-  sustain the low tolerance agains

nar” involving 17 municipatiesin - corruption in the local government,

Central Mindanao were conducte , ' . ) cation software namel$ALN
th post-Ehem seminar conferenc (RAS) in OMB Website. el$

Since its_adoption of EHEM! as in coordination with DAR- with the EU-assisted DAR- This means that the OMBDatabanking System and Case
a proactive tool to counter corrup-STARCM (Support forTechnical giaRCM was held on June 29, 2006 Monitoring System of the Of

tion at the individual, group and in- Assistance in Central Mindanao). C_e_‘ntral Off'F:e has the Capa-ﬁce of the Special Prosecutc
stitutional level, OMB Mindanao A total of 228 local officials con- bility to receive all the emails urrentl beir; developed b
has conducted numerous “Ehemerged in Cagayan de Oro City iny "\ "o cotabato brovince and and forward the same tO_thé: . yh'l' g . P

Aha! Anti-Corruption Sensitivity April this year Since October 2005, ’ P concerned office whether it isFUlltsu Philippines. Moreover
Seminars” throughout Mindanao15 batches of Ehem! seminars hav ultan Kudaratas afirst-ever con- | ¢, araa or sectoral office. ForOMB Management Informa;
in coordination with the Eherfiech-  been conducted by DAR-8RCM ~ VErgence of the 44 mayors fromthe access, a client may surf aion System Framework hag
nical Working Group (TWG) and for its personnel and the Munici- S&id provinces, thi€onference on |\ 0 b 1 deman.gowhand fecently launched its firs

in Davao City for all the municipal
mayors of Lanao del Suranao

<=

the Ehem! pool of trainers. pal/City ImplementingTeams in- Integrity and G°|0d fGovc;rnalnce" search for the RAS online formworkshop aiming to enhance its
OMB-MIN fpcuses volving a total of 600 pe_lrtlupants. IS an opening saivo for Ehem! pos which will require basic datalCT capability and as an initial
in Central Mindanao Conference on Integrityand ~ Seminar activities slated late this -

from the client for system vali- step for the design and formu
dation.With regard to OMBs lation of OMB Information
response, the client will be-in System Strategic Plan.

Recently Lanao del Sur and Good Governance set year until SRRCM officially ends
Lanao del Norte have been the foci  To further propagate Ehemin2008.
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Integrity Development & PuBlacountability Seminar for Barangay Officials

Anna Soriano-Sanchez

A famous maxim states , “Ig- PublicAccountability; Module 4 -
norance of the law excuses no one Statutory Perspectives; Module 5
from compliance therewith.” In a speech, she said “As the MoralValues and Ethics.

With this in mind, Ombudman oversight body tasked to promote  Citing statistics, Ombudsman

Supreme COUft U phOldS Ma. Merceditas N. Gutierrez high standards of public service, weGutierrez said the country lost a

) = - It?unched a sftfa_rit_esI oftseminars_ f?&t the Ombudsman's office argotal of P1.2 trillion, or equivalent
arangay oiricials to acquainteaqy to teach and equip you witio $48B to graft. She said the
Om bUdsman S Ad m | n IStratIVE them with anti-corruption laws andp, o I‘i{:]ht knowledge tg hg% you inamount could have been used to
familiarize them with proper pro- v, work, while developing the fund various government infra-

D ISCI p I iNar y Auth 0 rlty ggﬁgrggr'gincu%%)e/ mk;?ded%gagrsgcright values to drive that knowledgestructure projects, job generation,

) in the proper direction.” promotion of peace and order
gesses e Vf\(ch'phl af_nlérr][kﬁer fﬁ Dubbed Integrity Develop- Payment to foreign debt. :
arangay officials T1in em The series of seminars high-

selves embroiled in a legal tussleMent and Publi&ccountability

he Supreme Counhce again in its recent Decisiorn) Ombudsman Gutierrez noted>eminar for Barangay Officials, theg%‘gﬁdsmaem tﬁrfjis(ise in ?;Lm'{)ha?-
in the case of Coromias v$he Court oAp- that most of the barangay officialsProject is in coordination with local ing graft and corruption under the

peals, upholds the Ombudsman's administra Who were charged before the ofgovernment units (LGUS). i-leadership of Ombudsman
. N . . fice were in haste to act on the  The first seminar was held in  iorres- prosecution, prevention
tive disciplinary authority when it reversed tlagers roblems Q%nfrontlng their Q;Jetzlonfcllgxz/ (QMCakx)/ 23), atteng_ed Pyand promotion '
i ; P H arangays without concern to exatotal o arangay oftriclials; P : ;
ruling that the Office committed a grave abuse of discretion isting laws governing their acts, the second in Cagayan de Oro Cit¥hatThe anti-graft chief believes

when it suspended for one month, ten (10) Department of ~ Because of this, Ombudsman(June 19) where a total of 16051 (‘fg,rf;ggt‘ifg,'ﬁﬁ?]%heefﬁggﬁ‘;go%aﬁ

Environment and Natural Resources employees\fidhgas |  Gutierrez advised them to exercisdarangay officials were presentypy i
ron ey CAULDI AT aV0Id IMPUISVE Gecr-and the tivdn Davao Cry (June. Ly Dacuniion Programe
region in 2001 after found guilty of Simple Misconduct, on  sions which maybe violative of cer-2g) with 180 participants similar ) e
. . i | “Magk t vith 16U p p al In her speech during the seminar
the ground that the Office has a limited power only to rec- Elg;nk gr\]/\t/isn-g paggt?tg%opril Pﬁa r%?l seminar is set to be conducted in llom " QC, Ombudsman Gutierrez
' iti ini ' ' : . ilo City (July 19). highlighted the importance of
ommend the imposition of administrative sanctions to the 5y ‘nadadala tayo ng ating e e WaSb(’gangayoﬁicialsm tr%ewhole N

Head of thé\gency of the employee offimial found guilty kapangyarihan at gusto natingg|sted over the 99% attendance glaucratic structure.

The Supreme Court in reversing the Decision cited Re- gfosgggg”ngu%?ﬁ?ndﬁg%n amd8barangay officials during the said ~ She said*Sa inyong mga

publicAct 6770 known as “The Ombudsnzart of 1989” ay nakasasakit na tayo sa atinggeminars. she %Egﬂs"%’?:f&frtﬁiﬂﬁg"ﬁ?ﬁ g%gﬂglg%gngakggfgtagagn

which provides for the functional and structural organization nasasshaektltjw%z%xpressed the officefestation of your desire to learn.” sambayanarno man ang kilos
of the Office of the Ombudsman which clearly possess the readiness to help barangay offi-  During the said seminars, theninyo't gawa bilang pinuno ng

. ; o : ieminli _ cials acquire the necessary legdparticipants were given lecture onbarangayito ay may kaukulang
Office, among others, with full administrative disciplinary au know_hgw i governmentyprc?— five modules: Module 1 - The Of-impact sa ~pangkalahatang

thority including the power to impose the penalty of removal, cesses to ensure that they will adice of the Ombudsman; Module 2 -kaayusan ng buhay sa comunidad
suspension, demotion, fine, censure or prosecution of a pyblign accord with the law Experiencing Corruption; Module 3 na ating ginagalawan.”
officer or employee.

It may be recalled that the Supreme Court in a Decision OMB-VIS JGUS UNDERGO TRAINING

dated July 29, 2005 in the case of Ledesma vs. The Court o . _
s aregular activity for the youth Belle M. Quijano As for the studens’social con-

of Appeals, directly stated that the passing pronounceme aders every summehe Ombuds- cerns, they spent a day on May 29,

in the case ofapiador vs. Ombudsman that “the Ombuds- man for thevisayas once again con-artist, composerenvironmentalist 2006 at the Gasa sa Gugma, a home
man has the authority to only recommend to the conceme@uétjd)tge JunlorTGfaf,twa]}Chz%ra%%%?ﬁ2:‘;"Igegétegﬁ%aggﬁ?nfg”\?ﬁtﬂ of the dying destitutes, where they

: " ; : P s) Summer Training for . , ; ; ;
head of agency t_he |mp05|t1|1on of sanctions ‘?‘gam_St an erfiNgpe sixteen student leaders caminown mediaman and trainewir. z(r)]:]er;a?ne o(lj g:iengledsfoélﬁ]s \;wtgt; htilerzm
personnel of said agency”, was merelyoaiter dictum from different schools and univer-Karlon Rama of Sunt&r Daily, a 9 - &ngag

and did not in any way diminish the administrative disciplin- sities in Cebu CityWhen asked training on the art of interviewing m_&\conve&sat{/c\)/r;] and sirv(;ed thheT
a thority of the Gite. TheTapiad merelv cond Why they chose to be in the Officeand a mock radio interview with Dr /™1 SNacks. WhEH asked wha
ry authorty or the Uice. [ he lapiador case merely co of the Ombudsman instead of doBelle M. Quijano, and a session witihey learned from this experience
cerns the procedural aspect of the Ombudssrianttion ing other activities more exciting toBro. Rey L. Mesolis on the topic, 8t Gasa sa Gugma, one answered,
and not its jurisdiction. The refusal, without just cause,|of té€nagers, most of them answeredntegrity and Excellence in the "Aside from making other people

- : they wanted to make a differenceworkplace”. On the third week, to- happy and make them feel impor-
any Oﬂlcer t(.) comply with such orde_r ofthe OmbUd.Sm.an. to Doing more serious and worthwhilegether withAtty. Mona Chica tant, | realized that soon | will be-
penalize erring officer or employee is a ground for disciplip- activities in summer is somethingGillamac, Mslrene Pintor andtty. come like themAnd because time

ary action, is an indication that the Ombudsm&com- E“aenagigggili; 2ﬂgr2”t§>t<ﬁgirriirr‘]?ﬁfe”ﬁhilip Camiguing, the studentsis too short, | will make sure that
mendation” is not merely advisory in nature butis actually jn the future, than doing thingéﬁﬁgguiﬁtﬁ% ggfggggsgsagrwe“?g;vhen I grow old, | won't feel sorry
mandatory within the bounds of law purely for self entertainment. “8V ' ~Yor myself for having done nothing

ot eposed on radio and televi-¢,, my country and people”. For

: ; o re preparing ourselves to becomg: c o
With said decisions, there should be no more doubt a%oog |e%derg in our country in thean. The barangays visitatere e deveiopment and sports-

to the Ombudsmasmfull administrative disciplinary power| future.” said one of the trainees. Bara”gayMaCta” and Barangay . nchin the students conducted

. . . . ; . . Busay The students facilitated the
over erring public servants, including the Ombudsman’ During the first week of their ectu%leon PublicAccountability & whole day JGU Sportsfest bear-

; ; ; ; C aminl one-month training, the students””. ; the theme, “Larong Pinoy” in
Sggézrlé)é E(i)dg?jptl)f/rir:ent its own judgments in disciplinarny were givten !ectureséoriengﬁons. o Ot']Ifsgitshtgrnscgnégrrtna}lr?;dfig?nu?ﬁﬁﬂg grounds of the Ofﬁcg o theyOm_
’ varous 1opics, SUCh as, \VeIVIeW - rangay officials and the public.budsman building.

on the Powers and Functions of tht hey also went on air discussing  The CulminatingActivity of

Handling Request foAssistance about the Ombudsman - its prothe students was held in June 2 at
BRITAIN from page 1 ?nd Norms of Conduct the Factdrams, more particularly the concepthe Ombudsmawisayas Confer

Ombudsman, The JGU concep

o ness of social pressures of the CiVIE; iy estigation, and whatOf the Junior Graftwatch Program.ence Room. The program started
time, it will also help create a c_u_I- society in shaping the behavior ofyoeq one neem prepare in enter- 1hey explained how thl@mbuds- ith a prayer and the singing of the
ture of perforr_nance-base_d poI|t|c_spubI|c off|C|aI.s. _ ing the goverment service? The Man can assist the czgnry in “Ang Bayan Ko” where each stu-
from the candidates seeking public ~ These will be in the form of Par-gecond week was even more taxarious requests for assistance afbnt was dressed up to represent a
office. ticipatory Monitoring & Evaluation ing, but exciting for the traineescomplaints. They received callers; - in the communityDir. Vir-
Two-Track Innovations on the side of the civil society andbecause actual presentations awgho asked for assistance, and they, = 'n'c_ i O Galivered her in-
According to Emmanuel Transparency anAccountability required of them. They attended &Iso answered queries. The radig . = .- = megssa e encouragin
“Boyet” Areno, the Executive Di- in Local Governance throughworkshop entitled;Samut-Saring stations they had visited weretrf’ tudents t 9 v wh ttﬁ 9
rector of ICODE, the project uses @erformance Reporting, PublicSining, Laban sa Korupsyorfa- DYRF/CCTN with Ricky Poca, h € slu endsf o atﬁp yﬁ\.N "i the'y
two-track participatory governanceFeedbacking and Feedforwardingilitated by Mary Jane Concha, aDYLA with JunTagalog and DXB  nave earned from e otfice fo their

approach that proves the effectiveMechanisms on the side of the LGUsdialogue with a 16-year old musica(ABS-CBN) with Leo Lastimosa. ~ respective schools.

CAGAYAN from page 1 is one door at the Dofia Emeteria
Building along Osmefia Extension
Assistant Ombudsman EvelynOmb-Min was able to negotiate g
Baliton, Director CorazorA. very modest rental for the three-
Arancon and Director Rodolfo M. storey afair.
Elman.Also on hand to witness the The office has a full staff
event were heads of variouscomplement of fiftybut it will initially
government agencies in the city be manned by a lean but mean team

A ribbon cutting ceremony of five associate graft investigation|
preceded the blessing of the nevofficers and one directorAt the
office, and thereaftela mass was outset, it will handle mainly public
held at its ground floor to consecrateassistance and graft prevention
the occasion. activities.

A short program immediately The opening of the regional
followed the mass wherein OIC- office in Cagayan is an integral ang
Director Maria lluminada LapidivVa  strategic component of the Office
and her staff were introduced. Theof the Ombudsmas’plan to bring it
HonorableTanodbayan thanked thecloser to the people and make it$
people of Cagayan for the warmpresence felt. Othekrea-Ofices

welcome, and in turn, Misamis have also set up regional offices i , - - — , , , -
Oriental Governor Oscar MorenoCalamba Laguna for the Office OfThe JGU seminar trainees in their different costumes representing various sectors in the community ,

affirmed such welcome. the Ombudsman-Luzon. and in lloiloP2S€ with their resource persons fromP ~ ACPO, headed by Dr . Belle M. Quijano.T aken after their culminat-
Home to the new regional office for theVisayas. ing activity on June 2, 2006.
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Program host s Mr. Arnel Ignacio and Ms. Nanette Inventor with
the OMB Choir as they sing “DANGAL” during the production
number .

EU Ambassador Jan de Kok, Ombudsman Gutierrez, Chief
Adviser Mr . Tony Kwok and his wife and other OMB officials
enjoy watching the program during the 2nd Integrity TV show
“Himig Dangal”, at the AFP Theater.

Winners of Inter-Universities Debate Competition receive
awards from Mr . Frank Hess, EC Head Operations Section
during the 2nd Integrity TV Show.

Lemuel “Peter Parkher” Samblero sings ‘Mahiya Naman
Kayo’ which made him Grand Prize Winner in the recently
concluded Songwriting Contest sponsored by the EU-Office

of the Ombudsman.

Deputy Ombudsman for Luzon Victor C. Fernandez receives
a bust of Dr . Jose Rizal from Calamba Mayor Joaquin Chipeco,
Jr. during the Inauguration of the Luzon Regional Office in

Calamba.

Texter's Choice winner Mr . Roberto M. David sings KAHIT NA  be-
fore the OMB officials and employees gathered at the OMB quad-
rangle for the flag raising ceremony

The 16 Junior Graf twatch Unit
the “ANG BA YAN KO” during th
2006 JGU Summer T raining.

Director Emmanuel O.V ergara ¢
of WELCOME for the new OMB ¢

Travails of a Public Servant

Rodolfo M. Elman
In his youth , Eugenio, a gradu-
ate from the University of the Phil-  Indeed, there was a time wherperhaps is seeing those alreadgrafter is caught dipping from gov;
ippines in Diliman and 9th placerone of the paramount ambitions ofainfully employed as governmenternment coffers, the whole publig
in the Civil Engineering Boardmany young and talented collegehysicians and lawyers - -what carservice suffers and gets a heay
Exam, never imagined setting foograduates was to have a career iwe say? - enrolled in nursingbeating. Truth is, corruption is no
in a far away place - a vast wilderthe government service, motivatedgchools in the hope of landing jobthe exclusive domain of people ir
ness called Mindana@ Native by nothing more but their sense otontracts abroad in the near futuregovernment. This malady is equall
of Bulacan, he relocated his famidealism and pure love of countryThere is a growing distorted, some-pervasive in the private sectdtris
ily in the late sixties after respondand people. The self-fulfillment de-times malicious, view that thosejust that media pries and preys mo
ing to the call to work for therived from serving the public is its comprising the government are me-on the affair of public officers to sat;
Mindanao Developmeriuthor own reward. Sad to saihat erais diocre, if not corrupt. This preju- isfy the nation's primal interests
ity, a government agency theseemingly a distant past. dice is plainly unfair for a good Temptations abound and it is easi¢
tasked as the pioneering catalyst Today the top graduates ofnumber of them are truly dedicatedto follow the path of least resis;
in the development of Southermur better schools seldom seriouslgompetent and faithful. Such a betance. Sometimes we have to retre
Philippines. He served well, deconsider joining the civil service lief is also a great disservice to Mr and lick our wounds, to gathe

servedly rising from the ranks tovhich is lamentably perceived asEugenio and others like him whostrength for another day's battlg.

become a Division Chief and subfinancially unattractive and lacking gave the best of their working yearsBut must we carry on? Surely is
sequently a Department Managein prestige. They would rather seeko the people and who ought tonot folly to remain true to God's
He retired in the nineties, his honogreener pastures abroad or work fgustly receive the full measure of thegrand plan for mankind.
and dignity still intact. In all his multinational companies here-state's gratitude.
years in the bureaucraclge re- abouts, lured by pleasing compen-  Admittedly, there are enemies, sidious forces of wickedness an
mained a simple and upright marsation package#s to the remain- so entrenched, within our mid#t. violence must continue to be wage
There were others of his breethg graduates, well, governmenfew may be our own comrades,without letup. The country needs
that | came to know - and admire tries as hard to accommodate asowing intrigues and peddling lies.more than evem service cloths men
in the course of duty as a publignany of them, even as casuals. Busome pull us all down by their in- and women of courage, characte

And so, the war against the int

ism and viciousness. When &

p

servant myself. to digress a bit, more distressingompetence, excessive materialand heroism.

[oNg

=

The Flag

Every Monday, public servants
the flagpole to participate in th
each one cannot help but feel
flag is hoisted and honored in
The national flag is not mq
symbol of the independence ar
lay claim to With this in mind, the
8491, otherwise known as “The
pines”, to promote or sustain re
embodies the country’national
This law provides for the
National Flag. Not many peop!
the ground or that all moving
being raised or lowered. Thes
of respect not only to the flag
sovereignty
In addition, the law also sal
which cast contempt, dishonor ¢
fails or refuses to observe the
subject to public censure, and tl
same shall be penalized by fineil
*

Today Filipinos enjoy the be
sovereignty It is but proper that
the sacrifices done to attain that
Flag is one way of expressing ol
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T rainees at OMB-VIS singing
e culminating activity of the

speaks before the p articip ants
mployees

Tanodbayan Ma. Mercedit as N. Gutierrez entert ains ques-
tions from members of the Philippine Bar Association (PBA)
during its luncheon fellowship where she was the guest of

honor and speaker . Sitting beside her are PBA President Atty.
Hector A. Martinez and PBA Director Atty. Ma. Teresita C.

Sison-Go.

Barangay Officials from Quezon City attentively listen to the
keynote address of Ombudsman Gutierrez during the Integ-
rity Development and Public Accountability Seminar in QC.
Resource Speakers include Acting Assistant Ombudsman
Evelyn A. Baliton and Director Rudiger G . Falcis II.

Hon. Tanodbayan Ma. Mercedit as N. Gutierrez receives
plaque of appreciation from Philippine Navy Chief Vice-Ad-
miral Mateo Mayuga during the Seminar on Professional
Resposibility in Effective Governance held at the Philippine
Navy on June 27, 2006 where she was the keynote speaker

Vice President Noli “Kabayan” de Castro and T anodbayan
Ma. Merceditas N. Gutierrez cut the ribbon to formally open
the Photo-Art Exihibit at the OMB Lobby during the Opening

of the 18th OMB Anniversary Celebration.

Guest of Honor Vice President Noli “Kabayan” De Castro to-
gether with OMB officials pose with some of OMB’s Outstand-
ing Employees during the 18th OMB Anniversary Celebration.

Winners of the OMB Sportsfest receive award from OIC Over-
all Deputy Ombudsman Orlando C. Casimiro during the Flag
Raising Ceremony .

of Liberty

line up and stand to attention be
e flag raising ceremasrydeniably
a sense of awe and pride as the n
1 simple ceremony
rely a piece of cloth but is the
d freedom that the Philippines pr
> Congress enacted RepukdidNo.
 Flag and Heraldic Code of the P
verence and respect for the flag
ideals and tradition.
roper way to handle and care fo
e know that the flag must never t
vehicles must stop while the fla
e may be siple things but they ar
but in recognition of the Philipg

1ctions and punishes acts or omig
Ind ridicule to the fRagy person who
provisions BfA. No. 8491 may bg
10se who are convicted of violtian
yprisonment, or both.

* %

nefits a free nation, like deracycand
each one should recognize andrh
‘coveted livetgnoring the National

fore

ery
pud|

vhic

Ir gratitude jnde as a nation.

ational

nilip

ITIS OFTEN SAID THAT

workplace.
Read on!

)H(]:i Leave them alone and come back after 6 hours and then analyze the situation.
g is If they are counting the bricks, put them in the accounts department.
b acts If they are recounting them, put them in auditing.
ine If they have messed up the whole place with the bricks, put them in engineering.
If they are arranging the bricks in some strange opigrthem in planning.
sions If they are throwing the bricks at each othmrt them in operations.
If they are sleeping, put them in reception.
If they have broken the bricks into pieces, put them in information technology
) If they are sitting idle, put them in human resources.
If they say they have tried different combinations, yet not a brick has been moved, put them in sales.
If they have already left for the dgyut them in marketing.
on If they are staring out of the windpwut them on strategic planning.

And then last but not least.

On the lighter side

Fernando M. Mendoza

the strength of an organization is in its people. If you get the most suitable people who share your organi

values and meet your competency requirements, chances are, your organization will have great potential for growth and success ir
Interestingly not so long ago, a friend forwarded me this article through e-mail. It irreverently presents an unorthodox method of d

ing job fitness in a very straight forward mannsevity aside, it imparts perceived negative behavior often associated with people

How to Recruit the Right Person for the Job

Put about 100 bricks in no particular order in a closed room with an open window
Then send 2 or 3 candidates in the room and close the door

If they are talking to each other and not a single brick has been moved, congratulate them and put them in top management!

ration
the fi
bterm
n the
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RAS CORNER

“Public Service at its Finest”

Contrary to popular belief that the
Office of the Ombudsman only in-

vestigates and prosecutes corrupt of-As you might have guessed |, h bl to the Assistant Secretary of
ﬂmalts ar:jd.emlploye?s O(fjth.e g this piece is about a malversationT e P uplic M USt Kn ow RDENR. In the first half of 1992, the
{jr]igrc]ialr'] IMpiements adminisrative - se actively prosecuted before the same Bill Collector remitted the
plinary sanctions, another . tof P5.010.685.45 to th
equally important function not Honorable SandiganbayaAnd Where have aII amountot F5,U.9,660.45 [0 the Same
known to many is the rendering of like in any other illegal disburse- Special Dlsbprsmg Officer making
assistance to the public made pos-ment case, the question of owner- the total remittance of P13.4 M for

sible through the Publissistance  ship of the money is not an issue f? one year and a half.
Bureau (RB) and other correspond- ;- thic case. Unmistakahlyhe t e I I loney gone In the years 1992 and 1993,
Inlcg)l’?ar.}"(:)sﬂllr(]:ége ?rﬁglsgr?tgga%aa%% rﬁ]— malversed amount be|0nged to the " the total amount of P31,085,00000
gerson, via telephone, mail or even government, more than forty-four was turned over by the Bill Collec-
e-mail. This column will perma- million pesos of it (P44, 732,730.60 tor of PENRO Maguindanao to the
?sgtslgfeaiu&e request for ass%isl':ant;:e to be exact). Here is how the huge Special Iﬁisburrs]ing Officer OL
acted upon successfully by RDENR through numerous with-
the Office. amo#aécviirgﬁi;% %(anidate of thecharges shall be madteorder that The following yearon Janu- grawals from t%le PNB account of

. : collections may be properly ac-ary 6, 1992, thRMM chief is- i i
-C-04- election for the Office of the Re- . theASEC for Field Operations of
RAS-C-04-1516 gional Governor of théutono- gﬁﬁr;tsedam;:]){)nghgtﬁé?sce:jhg?hée- Zued_ atMe:noSrandurtn grantlftigteh the RDENR. This bank account
. ioni im Mi ’ ’ ssistant oecretary o €was closed by the person who
Justice for Romeo  Mmous Region in Muslim Iv“ndam’lodeputized collectors of CENRO/RDENR to accept directly the pay-opened it on |v>|/arch 3p1,1993_ By

(ARMM) in 1990 assumed office in L 7 open _
Sl July of that year after he was pro_PENRO shall deposit their collec-ments to be made by companiegis time, the total amount received

claimed winner in an election pro_tions daily to the designated de-and individuals utilizing the for- by the Special Disbursing Officer

NidaAveno-Gruta

Sometime in July 2004, MI o5t The autonomous regiona ository bank to the account ?fest resources of Mgguindanaoreached a staggering
Romeo Concepcion of Sampaloc, government which he headed i he Autonomous Government”.The Memorandum curiously statespa4,732,730.60
Manila, wrote the Office of the Om- he Order also demand3hatev- “You ae heeby authorized to The Chairman of the Commis-

S . _composed of various department .
budsman to request its intercession P b ery 15th and end of the month, olaccept payments of Environmensjon onAudit eagerly awaited the

; : . L akin to those under the Executive ; .

l?vg?:grr]r?clgci)nrl r\:\gtlf;:neg%n;flglrset:ﬁé branch of the national governmentUPon the adws_e of the Regionatal/Management charges aﬂdreport of the COASpecial Audit

e oo pLaW Enforcgmem ok The Regional Department ofGovernordeposns shall be trans- other forest charges in cqsh or iNTeam which investigated financial
p ferred to Bank Account No. 3208checks and to encash said checkgansactions and operations of the

(PLEB) of the City of Manila Environment and Natural Re- ,
against PO3 Reynaldo Borjal for Sources was a very promlsmgOf the autonomous governmenif deemed necessat DENR-ARMM. The report

Grave Misconduct. source of funds at the time. Them_alntamed at the PNB Cotab_ato Within two weeks following prompted him to issue a demand
According to Romeo, iAugust  province of Maguindanao aloneCity Branch _furnlshlng the Offlg:e the__|ss_uance _of the Memorandumjetter to theASEC of DENR-
of 2000, PO3 Borjal, respondent and with its vast forest resources cou|cpf the .Reglongl Governor with Philippine National Bank (PNB)c- ] ARMM, among others, for a writ-
several others, forcibly entered his certainly provide huge amount of2PPrPriate advice of fansfer of count No. 370-3241 was opened ifen explanation and to produce and
home and pistol-whipped his head. revenues if fees and charges woull?€POSIt the name of the @te of theAssis- restitute the amount of
When his wife, Grace, tried to stop pe imposed on whoever would uti- In 1991 alone, the total amounttant Secretary for Field OperationsP44,532,73®0.Although the COA
the respondent and his companions, i, the forest. Lanao del Sur andf collection from forest charges asof the RDENR by the Officer-in- Chairman's demand letter was re-
she was kicked by them.  Sandra, 1.\ 12 \vi would also contribute to d€termined by the Specialudit Charge of the Office of the Execu-ceived by the addressee, neither
Romeos eleven-yeaold daughter . " oo e et chargedeam of the Commission dkudit  tive Secretary ofARMM. As ex- explanation nor restitution of the
B L L =0 but not as much as Maguindana@mounted to P34,030,009.30. Fronpected, the two authorized signahuge amount wagorthcoming,
rk]i?:|t< SERTE] e Uit MESEEmeE) province. Realizing this, the Re-thisamount, P19,794,271.12 was deeries for this account were the Ofhence this casesached the Of-
‘Romeo filed the appropriate gional Governor issued ExecutivePosited in the bank. In the follow-ficer-in-Charge of the Office of the fice of the Ombudsman.
complaintwith the PLEBAfterdue  Order Number 23 on January 9, 19949 year (1992), the collection wasExecutive Secretary of tiRRMM Ifyou are wondering who are
hearing and presentation of evidence, authorizing the Regional Depart-mUC_h bigger at P61, 246,314.88. Ouand of course, thAs3|s§ant Secre- the characters in this real-life fi-
the case was submitted for resolu- ment of Environment and Natural©f this amount, P54, 615,462.91 wasary of the RDENR. This particular nancial drama which happened in
tion on July 5, 2003. However, af- Resources (RDENR) to collect taxegleposited in the bank. _ bank account was actively utilizedthe early 1990's, take note. The COA
ter almost one year, Romeo received and forest charges and providing Here is how the money disap-for check encashment, deposits o€hairman then was MPascasio S.
no word as to the decision of the for the mandatory procedure in hanPeared. On September 20,1991, theollections and payments made byBanaria; th&RMM Regional Gov-
PLEB for which reason he was com- jing of the collections. Basically Regional Governorin utter disre- logging concessionaires and otheernor was MrZacariaA. Candao;
pelled to ask assistance from the o ‘5rger requires that the collecgard of his own EO No. 23, autho-taxpayers; also for withdrawalsthe OIC-Executive Secretary of
Office of the Ombudsman for its ;o\ stficers shall be properly fized anAssistant Secretary of themade by the Bill Collector of the ARMM then was Mr AbasA.
immediate decision. , bonded; that the collectors througtRDENR for Field Operations to di- PENRO Maguindanao. Candao; and th&SEC of the
BureTahue 2ga;uobr:lcﬁi?rséztceit the Cashier of the RDENR shall reTectly receive from a company  In fact, in 1992 alone, a total DENR-ARMM was Datu Lami K.
prompﬂ)‘/ wrote the PLEB on July' mit the collections every Friday taxpayer payments for environ-amount of P27{396,997.30waSW|thMama. The Provincial Enwro_nment
19, 2004 requesting information as to morning to the Regional Treasurymental mg_nagement anpl forestirawn from this PNB\ccqunt No. and Natural Resou_rces Officer of
the actions taén by the latter on the Which shall in turn issue official re- chalggs. Inmallythls authorltywas 370-3241. The following year Maguindanao province then was
subject complaint. In response, the ceipts; that the collections receivedontained in a handwritten Igtter(1993), the amoun_t of Ms.TheImz_a'_I'. _Langco.
PLEB informed RB thata Decision by the Regional Treasury shall beaddressed to the taxpayédihis P10, 385,000.00 was also withdrawn ~ The Filipino people was dou-
was already rendered on June 9, 2004 placed in the name of tikRMM  drastic action becomes more inmaking the total amount of with- bly prejudiced in this casé/e need
finding respondent Borjal guilty of at a designated depository bank. triguing in view of the fact that a drawals P37,781,997.30. to ask: Where have all the forests in
Grave Misconduct for which he was Barely half a year had passediay before or on September 19, In1991, whenthe PNBccount Mindanao gone? When we get the
accordingly meted the penalty of one \yhen the Regional Governor sawl991, theARMM Governor desig- No. 370-3241 was not yet openedanswerthe next question isvhere
degree demotion inrank. Subsequently 1, e cessity to issue another Expated the samAssistant Secretary asvarious amounts in the form of casthave all the money from the forests
PAB was informed that the appeal o\ vive Order (EO No. 33) giving a Special Disbursin@fficer. Forwhat  and checks totaling P8,400,000.0@0one? (Gone to their pockets, ev-
glr??wgy ;hezér)%sépondent g specific instructions on how remit- hidden purpose you may ask, youwere directly turned over by the Bill eryone? When will they ever learn?
¥ ' tance of the collections from forestguess is of course as good as mineCollector of PENRO MaguindanaoOh, when will they ever learn?).
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ORO-Luzon which is located on

the second floor of the new
maghnificent and spacious City
Hall of Calamba.

Invited to the inaugura-
tion and blessing were the
Governor Vice-Governor and
members of the Provincial Board
of Laguna, the Mayor andce-
Mayor of each of the munici-
palities of Laguna, the members
of theCity Council of Calamba,
heads of Lguna non-govern-
mental organizations, as well as
representatives of the Roman
Catholic churches and evan-
gelical churches around
CalambaAlso invited were the
four representatives of Laguna
to the Philippine Congress and
several media outfits. Live mu-
sic rendered by the newly-
formed band of the City Hall of
Calamba greeted the guests who
started arriving at 2:30 in the af-
ternoon. Tanodbayan Ma.
Merceditas Navarro-Gutierrez
and Deputy Ombudsmafictor
C. Fernandez arrived at 2:35 pm.
They were warmly welcomed at
] ) o the front door of the New City
AWARDS ics.A true artist by heart, Christinee Eyropean Commission-Office of - Hall by Atty. Manuel PLadrido,

is simply a picture of optimism andihe Ombudsman (EC-OMB) Cor- City Administrator of Calamba,
perseverance. She vows to COﬂtln%ption Prevention Project. who led them and some other
Gospel Rapper in her cause to reach out to her ™« AT NA” TOPS guests to a reception at Mayor

Lemuel, is known to friends as kababayanshrough her songs. TEXT SURVEY Joaquin M. Chipeco, & ofice.
Beracah, the gospel rapper and Pe- 239entries In related news. Roberto M The mass which opened
ter Parkherthe kwela rappeBe- Out of two hundred fifty nine avid. composer okaHIT NA " the inaugural ceremonies began
cause of his childhood fondness fof259) song entries submitted b as Ifkewispe accorded with the a little after 3:00 pm. It was cel-
Spiderman, friends nicknamed himamateur —and professiona " Choi 4 with ebrated by the Most Reverend
Peter ParkhefThe awad has chal- songwriters all over the country exters’ C (_)lceAwar with a a9 M. Drona, SVD, DD, Bishop
lenged me to aim high, perseveravho joined in theAnti-Corruption P10,000.00 prize money last June 26 of San PabloAs soon as the
and work hard in reaching for my Songwriting Competition, 10 entriestY HonorableTanodbayan, Ma.  mass ended, the Ombudsman
goals while waiting for my big were declared finalists and eacfylerceditas GutierrezAs his ges-  Chorale led the audience in sing-
break in the recording industry” composer received a cash prize d§iré of appreciation and thanks 10 ing the Philippine Nationain-
Samblero said“The award has P30,000.00 and a trophyhe ten OMB during the occasion, David them after which Mayor
helped me in the realization of mysongs which made to the contestang his composition before a big Chipeco gave the welcome ad-
dreams and now &'my turn to help finals were compiled into a com-crowd of OMBUDSMAN officials ~ dress. The Mayor assisted by
my parents and thank them formemorative CD, copies of whichand employees gathered at the of- City Administrator Ladrido, then
their support and guidance’he were given away free to guests durfice quadrangle for the Flag Rais- presented a bust of Djose
added. He said he wants to becomiag the grand finals. ing Ceremonyin her brief message Rizal to DeputyVictor C.

a comedian actor and a famousrap  The GrandAwards Night, to OMB employeesTanodbayan Férnandez, a “*kalambanga’ to
artist like his idol, the ultimate rap- which was open to the public, wasGutierrez said that "Music is uni- ©!C-Overall Deputy Ombuds-
per Francis Magalona. helmed by topTV Director Al versally regarded as one of the most Man Orlando C. Casimiro and a
~ Lemuel believes that the grandQuinn with Ms. Riavillena-Osorio effective public communication SYMPolic key to the City of
prize award has given him bothas Musical DirectorGuests in- tools. Being a powerful medium, it Calamba to Tanodbayan

honor and great responsibilitylis  cluded European Commission excan also be a big help in our effort Merceditas N. Gutierrez as an

composition, ‘Mahiya Naman ecutives led by no leshan the to spread the message of the valueg)r(éigsmn of his welcome ad-

Tanodbayan Ma. Mercedit as Gutierrez present s the Texters' Choice Award and a PI 0,000.00
prize money to Roberto M. David, composer of ~ KAHIT NA last June 26. Anti-Corruption Songs,
launched by the Office of the Ombudsman, were aired nationwide over local FM/AM radio
stations in cooperation with Kapisanan ng mga Brodkasters ng Pilipinas (KBP) and E-T ech
Providers Corporation, from May 12to June 1 1. Assisting her are OIC, Overall Deputy Ombuds-
man Orlando C. Casimiro and Assistant Ombudsman Cyril E. Ramos.
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Kayo', is a reminder to all public Head of the EC Delgation to . o . .

. . N Of honesty and |ntegr|ty In our da.||y Fo“own’]g’ a much_ap_
sr(]eryantshto bde uprlghtt) and true téthe Ph|||pp|nes,Amk_)ass_ad0r lives. Along with other partner in-  plauded musical intermission
tbyerlrr]gﬁéy :r?d pno?,bégthgr\?v?sréuﬁf Johannes de Kok, Chiéidviser, - stjtytions, it is our hope that from the Ombudsman Chorale,

' -~ Mr. Tony Kwok, OMB oficials and - ,6gh anti-corruption music, we Deputy Victor C. Fernandez

will tell them “Mahiya Naman s
y employees,OMB partners from iy he aple to convince and inspire gave a briefing on the concept

Kayo”. other govemment agencies, as well "\ initi
S , ’ public servants to work for the and initial thrust of the ORO
Gideon “Jungee’ Marcelo, Ihe a5 partners from CSOS/NGOS o 4" ot our country and our Which is directly under his ad-

second prize winner went homeghgyhiz personalities Nanette In- : - — .
with P150,000.00 and a trophilis yentoy an(ri)\rnell nacio treated the people. The Texters' Choice Sur  Ministration and supervision.
g vey of the 10Anti-Corruption Then came the climax of the pro-

own rendition of the songéalang ; ;
; public and guests to a night of ce- . : ) ram, the message of the
Kurap with the HOOD has double jop, it entertainmenall through- °NdS aired nationwide over local '?’anodbayan. e herg R

m.e.arjing.Kurap, blink or wink in out up to the awarding properFM/AM radio stations from May Ombudsman  Merceditas N
Pilipino, and Kurap as in Snacks andthe second issue 0f12 to June 11 was launched by Gutierrez underscored the need

“tagalized” pronunciation of cor- | ; ‘<. OMB in cooperation with
ntegrityWatch News were also dis- : P for the people themselves to be
rupt. As composerJungee has re- tributed.An exhibit featuring our Kapisanan ng mga Brodkasters ng vigilant, helping the Office of

ceived numerous local and INterNan e o 20 other participating agen-P“ipi”aS (KBP) and E-Bch Pro-  the Ombudsman by exposing

The views and
opinions appearing
on the Integrity
Watch News do
not necessarily
reflect those
of the European
Commission/Union

:fg:é?%%%i@??ﬁ?%‘tfgOprlr%%?d cies’ anti-corruption programs andviders ﬁ?rporaﬂﬁﬁ- i corruption and ineptitude in
tion Songwiting Competition, initiatives were shown at the lobby Kahit Ng with its me .ﬁ\{V tune  government, as we[! as the ne-
Jungee is already a familiar nam ftheAFPTheater TheAnti-Cor- ~and meaningful lyrics, will inspire cessity for them to “love good
in the musicindustry being once ruption Songwr_mng Competition notqnlythe mobile texters but also the governance”, |.nclud|ng |ts“pre-
a Grand Prize winner in Metropopand the Integrity TVS_h_o_w are pub]p employees to whom thg com- requisites, which means “they
Songfest: Music OCW Manila 2@MOng the year-long ticities of ~ position of the song is truly dedicated. themselves should aspire to be
Song Festivalfsia Baptist Con- e A e Gl
O e ety Yo P KAHIT NA 5110 codperate wih gover
tition; and thePeople's Choice Ni Roberto M. David XA Ve LD GRS EES] (Y
& Youth ChoiceAwards win- Kahit na ako 'y hindi makilala gﬁgﬁ?ggggﬁ;ﬂg&ndgtgotfegltags_
gg;ah? the HimigHandog sa ﬁkcr)]")t/ maglilingkod Ir(ljang masgyz portunities e —— their way
Christine D. Bendebel. who AEO'I pna alr'll'g SIL:V\ae 0ay m? aba not only for self and familybut

also goes by the narrWarre’n D. y magifingkodng masigia el S GO T d? "
Christie landed third place and re Korq have similar opportunities.” The
ceived P75,000.00 and a trophy with Kah!t (12 SRERLD W e n]P l;)]on—cuttlng and the bliszmhg
her entryCrossroads Interpreted K‘?‘h't AkEh il Olets) ol e|ORO pfrerr]nls_es mar ? g
by IshaAbubakar "Crossroads" Di ako magrereklamo gcr)r?(;:nusg?}g_I_tar?(;ggl;gggav\clzaesr—
was born out of her yearning to be Kahit na hanggang Wakasl o assist)tled by Deputy F)érnandez,
a part of an album that would show Tapat na susunod, sa baya'y magllllngkod Governoferesita S. Lazaro and

Sa tulong ng Panginoon, Kahit na

Kahit na marami pang panganib

Patuloy kong gagampanan ang tungkulin
Kahit na ako'y hindi na yumaman

honesty The idea that a song can ribbon at the door of the ORO,

be a catalyst towards bui_Iding ar while Bishop Drona performed
honorable culture has stimulated the blessing of the premises

‘HUWAG
MATAKOT

SA TAONG
KURAKOT
TUMAYO AT
MANINDIGAN
BAYAN [AHON
SA KAHIRAPAN
KORUPSYON
ATING
LABANAN"

her to create and compose a melod which followed immediately
with passionate and heartfelt lyr-

case integrity selflessness and Mayor Chipeco in cutting the
Ako'y maglilingkod sa bayan

Benilda B. Nablo, CSC
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PLANNING WORKSHOP ON WHISTLE BLOWING HELD

The Hills Governance Center Rochelle S. Manuel Dehn, Executive Director and Ms.
based in thé\sian Institute of Kisten Trott, Deputy Director o
Management spearheaded th ; : the Public Concern &York, U.K.
holding of a PlanningVorkshop whlijs-tl;'eﬁl(;:v(\)/mgalre%[i“slgt?onr?slyiﬂssgf and Mt ChrisWheeler Deputy
on Whistleblowing held on 19 |ected countries was presented bmbudsman in New Soltales,
May 2006 at theABS-CBN FEgrmer Ombudsman Simeon Australia. It was during the said
CaseroomAsian Institute of Mmarcelo. Whistleblowing Bills Planning workshop that  the
Management with the themepending in congress were also disAha! A Whistleblower and
Whistleblowing:AwarenessAt- cussed by Congresswomanfipster's Primer was presented.
titudes, and Structures. The workHenedina RAbad. Such primer is a giant leap to insti-
shop was participated in by pub-  The afternoon part of the semi-tutionalize and strengthep
lic and private stakeholders. nar was comprised of workshopwhistleblowing and tipping in th

The workshop had the fol-break-out sessions in order to brainphilippines.A product of the part
lowing highlights: a Keynote Storm on the following areas of connership between the Philippine

Banez, Chief Governance Officer of

THE OFFICE OF THE OMBUDSMAN LAUNCHES LE- Speech by Justice Florentine Feern: (1) What we can do to pro-proyince of the Society of Jeslis
GAL RESOURCE BOOK. To improve the quality of cor- Feliciano who is currently the MOte a positive whistleblowing cul- 3nq the Office of the Ombudsman,
ruption investigation and prosecution, the Office of the Om- Chairman of the Board cfdvi- (Ur€ against corruption in the Phil-ye primer will be launched in th

sors, Hills Program on Gover-IPPIne context, (2) The key featuresyica of the Ombudsman diu-
budsman recently launched the Ombudsman Resource e PIESETEEn 6 PEamae f effective whistleblowing policy; (guSt 4, 2006 at the Occupational

Book on Public - Account ability , allowing corruption pros- Findings on Culture and Practic ) SREEING SElEE needk Uz [ tS_afety and Health Centaudito-

ecutors and investigators quick and easy access to anti- of Whistleblowing in the Philip- mnudstiréaek(sagt; i%g(ijvi(gaal:l)lgoarir?;irtg:—”“m’ Agham Road, Diliman,

corruption laws, Supreme Court decisions and jurispru- pines by DrRomulo E. M. Miral pj7ationally Quezon City Thereafter volun-
dence on corruption cases. At the turnover ceremony are Jr., Deputy Executive Director of  The culminating part of the teer whistleblowers and other civil
(from left) Special Prosecutor Dennis Villa-Ignacio, the Hills Program on Governanceworkshop was a video conferencéociety organizations may avail

. . . Dr. RonnieV. Amorado, Ehem! with the venue set on Global Dis-0f the training seminars and work-
Tanodbayan Ma. Merceditas N. Gutierrez, USAID Mission Aha! National CoordinatQiFr. tance Learning CenteAIM with ~ shops on whistleblowing to equi
Director Jon Lindborg, and James L. Agee, Chief of Party Albert E.Alejo S.J., EhemAha!  speakers from the United Kingdomand prepare them to be effectiye
of the Rule of Effectiveness or ROLE Project. Team Leader andltty. Rene G andAustralia, namely: MrGuy whistleblowers.

i Public Accountability and Graft Prevention Seminar:
OMB-DepEd Launched Graft and Corruption Pr evention is Educations Concern

“SAPAK PARA SA KABATAAN” Nerissa Lansangan-Losaria

Assistant Chief, SDD-HRDS, DepEd

We do not adhee to a pessimist . directs the participants to produce per-
4 allegegStement that corruption in govern-shop to discuss and elabora#enal and professional integrity plans
THE OFFICE OF THE OMBUDS- . To put a_ s_t(_)p to said allegedygnt s too prevalent that any effort toON thaorovisions of RA 6713 which (action plans) which incorporate the
man launched SAK PARA SA |rregular activities, Ombudsmansignt it is a futile exercisewe always they mayhave heard of or been exposetrainees observations on corrupt prac-
KABATAAN or Sama-samang Gutierrez and Department of Edu-maintain our stand that anti-graft ando on a superficial mannéthe session, tices in offices and the corrective mea-
Pagkilos laban sa Katiwalian parapation (DepkEd) Officer-in-Charge corruption activities must always be inValues Clarification: How ar¥alues sures, particularly how the employees
sa Kabataan to ensure that sty©IC) Dr. Fe Hidalgo signed a place in our Department as part of ouCompromised, allows the participantscan work together to ensure productiv-

dents will be “spared from the clawgMemorandum of Agreement conscious effort to fight graft and cor-to examine their values system and hovty and efficiency in the delivery of ser-
o, e} 29 2006 j| ruption in the biggest government bu-this sustains them in the midst of trialsvices. Among the suggested mechanisms

of graft and corruption (MOA) on May 29, to curtal : . . . _
’ . ft and ionin th id deSeaucracy-the Department of EducaThe session of the Office of the Om-are putting up of quality and monitor-
Ombudsman Ma. Merceditasdraitand corruption in the said de-_ : o - -

i ! artment tion. budsman gives the participants a realng systems in the offices to check on
N. Gutierrez said the governmenf Th MOA ianed at th Reinforcing the development of theization that while there are negative perperformance, attendance, responsive-
must ensure that students are ac- e W"’,‘S signed at the & 4 ang Corruption Prevention Edu-ceptions on the OMB due to lack of omess to clients using the buddy-system
corded the best education that th?€PEd Complex in MeralcAve.,  ationTeaching Exemplars is the con-misinformation on what the Office of or peer-level monitoring and counsel-
government can provide. Pasig City duct of Publi?Accountability and Graft the Ombudsman is, the Office is d@ng. The action plan also includes set-
She said “For so long, we Under the agreement, theprevention Seminanorkshop for Non- friendly and supportive entitffhey ting-up of anti-graft mechanisms in the
heard of stories about Childrén at_Office of the Ombudsman will Teaching Personnel (NTPJhe non- may begin to appreciate the OMB. DepEd offices, giving more structure,
create a Task Force headed byteaching personnel comprising of tech- DepEds anti-graft mechanisms arepersonnel involvement and systems to

tending classes in dilapidated Ofa\sst. Ombudsman Mark E. nical and support personnel (procurealso highlighted starting with our part-what used to be a mere popular move-

non-existent classrooms, OVerprC~y . 1andoni assisted by DiMarife ment officers, finance and accountingnership with some schools via the Junment in the Department of Education.
ing of equipment and even i”egaIChua which shall investigate al-Officers, information officers, project ior Graftwatch mechanism. It is envi-  There will be 4 batches of the Pub-
collection of miscellaneous feesIeged irregularities such as incom_development officers, administrativesioned that if such mechanism is presetit Accountability and Graft Prevention
which parents of poor children lete school buildinas which haVeofficefs and thg rank an_d file) are then all public_;ch_ools, our vision_of aWorkshops for 2006 for Regions |, I,
could ill-afford. These irregular E ified 9 ted and ones involved in the major operatlonsgr_aft-free Philippines will be realized, lll, CAR, IV A-B, NCR, I)§, X and Xl
practices must now be stopped”. een certitied as accepted and COMst the pepartment. The NTP is amongwith the schools at the forefront. Thescheduled from July to mid-September
Ombudsman Gutierrez brandetgleted-' .teacher.s items fo_r salethe most vulnerable personnel insofamainstreaming of graft prevention con-The seminar-workshops will be con-
! ! verpricing of uniforms and illegal as corruption is concerned. cepts in classroom teaching comes iducted by the Staff Development Divi-
that corruption in our educationalygiection of miscellaneous fees. The seminar-workshop aims tothe use of the Graft and Corruption Presion, HRDS of the DepEd Central Of-
system as “as one of the worstform  The MOA also covers the dis- provide our participants with working vention Educatiofieaching Exemplars, fice, in cooperation with the Office of
of corruption as once thesegemination of teaching exemplargnowledge on what acts constitute cora joint undertaking between the OMBthe Ombudsman through the Commu-
children's future is compromised ityg|ative to corruption prevention ruption, how the cycle of corruption and DepEd that teach the values of homity Coordination Bureau. The Public
can not be recovered”. among DepEd offices. starts and what are the situations thagsty transparencyaccountabilityre- ~Accountability and Graft Prevention
She added, “these students are  On the other hand, the DepE (_ead tothe commission Qf corrupt pracsponsiveness to .publllc, justne§§ anﬁe_mma{Wo_rI_(shop is our way of insti-
the future leaders of this countryshall extend full i d ices. The exercise is form of_ sincerity profess.lonallsm. (pagiging tuting spec!flc _practlceS to curb grgft
. . S a_ extend tull cooperation "’_‘n conscientization-showing them the situ-huwaran) and simple living amongand corruption in the DepEd and to in-
Human capital, as an investmendssistance to theask Force in ations where corruption can occur beschool children. stitute incentives for thoseho are able
should be protected , as once losthe conduct of its investigationfore they experience these in the work-  The PublicAccountability and to prevent graft and corruption in the
it cannot be recovered”. and information dissemination. place. Itis also the intention of the workGraft Prevention Seminaworkshops workplace.

OMB WELCOMEs New Employees

Emmanuel O. Vergara

Anna Soriano-Sanchez

ATOTAL OF SEVENTYEIGHT tion in the program was in-
(78) new employees from the Of- troduced in the two batches,
fice of the Ombudsman's Centralwhereby the PRIDE (Pursuing
Office, Office of the Special Pros- Reforms through Integrity De-
ecutor Office of the Deputy Om- velopment) Orientation was in-
budsman for Luzon and Office corporated therein. The orien-
of the Ombudsman for the Mili- tation thus gave a sharper fo-
tary and Other Law Enforcementcus in the more stringent norms
Offices completed the induction of behavior and ethical stan-
and orientation program of the dards applicable to the officials
OMB held in two batches on and employees of the Office of
January 12 to 18 and January 20he Ombudsman.

to 26, 2006. To ensure the success o

OMB Office Order No. 128 the program, resource persong
series of 2003 adopted WEL-are composed of officials and Participants of various countries in the asia-pacific region pose for posterity after the opening

COME, which stands fowin- employees of the OMB noted ceremony of the Master T raining Seminar on “Denying Safe Haven to Corruption and it S
ning Employees'Loyalty and for their exemplary performance Assets: Enhancing Asia Pacific Cooperation on Mutual Legal Assistance, Extradition and
Commitment taDffice Mandates and leadership. They represent | the Recovery and Return of the Proceeds of Corruption) held on March 28-30, 2006 at the
andEthics, as the induction and selfless public service that the Malaysia Anti-Corruption Academy in Kuala Lumpur . Shown with the groupare T anodbayan
orientation program for new em- new employees can aspire tg Ma. Mercedit as N. Gutierrez (seated 4th from lef t) and Acting Director Diosdado V . Calonge
ployees. In addition, annova and emulate in their own work. of the Office of the Special Prosecutor  (extreme right, 2nd row)




